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_ ng Diſcourſe, : Wi 


| R. and deay B. MP PRO Iie | | 4 
'T I Have ſeen a Copy of your Sermon preached at ' A 
' Ft Kirkcaldy, November 12. 1727. on' Matth. v. 208 , 
and in my humble Opinion there 1s nothing in it but 
what may appear with Boldneſs and Confidence be- 
fore the World, either from Preſs or Pulpit. FT 
heard ſome of your Audigors ſay, their Souls were 
refreſhed and edified in hearing, and TI make no | 
Doubt but many more ſhall be edified in reading, 
ous ir come under a more publick View, which I 
eartily wiſh you may comply with. I am not at 
all ſurprized, that Hell and its Emiſſaries ſhould at- _ 
© rempr to blacken ſuck Goſpel Doftrines, and ſully 
the Charaer of the Meflenger who bears them, 
ſeeing they are ſo dire&ly calculate for the Ruine 
of Satan's Intereſt, and the rearing np of Chrift's 
'| Kingdom in the World. You are not ſingular in 
"| this Treatment ; 'a. very reverend Brother, one of 
| the Miniſters of Edinburgh, as I am credibly inform- "11 
ed, having lately met with the very ſame Meaſure, . | 8 
when treating or touching a Subje& of the like 8 
y Nature. Ir is what all the fairhfyul Witnefſes of AY 
\- Chriſt have met with: before you, and therefore L { 
erſwade my ſelf, yon do not think that any firanga Wy 
hing hath happened ynto you ; none that fight un-._ _ 
_ der Chriſt's Banner, byt muſt lay their Account with "£4 
___ Oppoſicion and Diſcouragement from Hell. EN, 
._. As for that particular Expreſſion which ſome have 
| ftudy'd to make a Handle of to your Prejudice, I am , 
danny (7 ph that any Man who hath Ka rs Bible, © 
and far more that any who may be ſappoſed to bg 441 
_ acquaint with the Writings of Divines, ould maks © #1 
" & Noile about it, as if rb 
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ſolid Divines, ſuch as Durham, Fenkyn, Clarkſon, and- 
anany others make-pſe of the ſame, or Words of the 
like Import; but never did any living in this or the 
foxmer Generation, for what' I know,” brand them 
with Immodeſty in their Manner of Expreſſion. But 
I'm afraid ſome do ftrain at Gnats, and ſwallow Ca- 
?ncls. Tt is eaſy to divine whence .the carping Hu- 
mour of thoſe in Kirkcaldy, who are the Fomenters 
of this Noiſe, doth flow ; had you tamely concurred 
with their Meaſures lately taken for ſupplying their 


Vacancy with 'a Miniſter, and for ſettling Elders 


without the Conſent of the: People, over whom the 


are made Overſeers ; or conld you have fat filent, 


” } o - \ . $ ; p . J a ( 4 ; 
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'ter'd in a Pulpit. I\am*bold#o affirm, that the Ex- ? 
xefhion is warranted from ſacred Writ, .every-Word 
we which. is pure, and. that. our-moft- celebrated and 


without giving your faithful Teſtimony againſt . 


thern, 'tis moxe than probable there had been no 
Tuch Noiſe. $2 fo | 


= However, I perſwade my ſelf, that an honeft Ap- 


pearance for the Cauſe of Chrift ſhall never be Mat- 
ter of Sorrow to you in a dying Hour, more than it 
was to that faithful Servant of Chrift, Mr. Fohn An- 
gerſon, ſometime Minifter ' of the Goſpel at the Weft- 
tirk, and afterwards at St. Andrews, a Part of whoſe 


dying Words I here tranſcribe, from a Copy of them 


in my Hand, © IT know, ſaid he, I have been bla- 
* med for being too forward, but I never knew any 


"cc repent of a faithful and zealous Adherence to 
© God and his Way, nor, for my Part, do I this | 
'Pay; and then with a ſolemn Obteſtation to his 

E<. Son, before God, his ele& Angels, and the Wit-_ 


£c 


* neſles preſent, charged him to beware of the pre- 


* ſent prevailing Neatrality and Indifferency in the 


© Matters of God, and malignant Company, and ra 


* avoid them as he would do Hell. * It may be 
Your Comfort, that none but Men of a malignant 


pirit, whoſe Meaſures I hope you ſhall oppoſe to 
he End, would find Fault with the Dottrines or 
Fpren I have fern Jo your Papers 


J 
7 


pf Ignorance or Malice, or elſe an Artifice of the 
old Serpent and his Seed, togag the Mouths of the 
faithful Minifters of Chriſt, with a Bridle of pre- 


tended Modeſty, that they may not blow the Tram-_ 


pet of the Law, or give faithful Warning againft 
theſe vile Abominations of the Day wherein we live. 
What, ſhall we forbear to ſpeak againſt Fornicators, 
Adulterers, efteminate Perſons, Abuſers of themſelves 
with Mankind, filthy Dreamers that defile the Fleſh, 
and the like, left we ſhould grate the Ears of ſome, 


Y SS 8 ww $ 


and Conſcience is defiled, Iam, | oy, 
R. D. B. Your, &c, 


E. 20 


A Return by the Author to a Letter from a Friend; 


| \ SIR; he? y 


N anſwer to yours, I'm ſorry for, and I truly pity, 
L. ſuch as you tell me have made, and continue to 
make a mighty Noiſe, anent an Expreſſion I had in 


_ _ my Sermon at MXirkcaldy, November 12. 1727. an Ex- 


preſſion, I dare ſay, which hath not the leaſt Appear- 


ance . 


| = Y « Ge 
- I canlook on the Elackour 'Men have raiſed upon 
that Particular, to be nothing elſe than the Produ& 
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ance of Immodeſty in it, more than hath the facred 4 
Scripture, when ſpeaking of the SinI mentioned. What _ 


Immodefty in all the World is there, in mentioning 
Pollations by impure Dreams ? You tell me, ſome, when 
they cannot prove any Fault in that Expretſion, are 
xeady to ask, byt what think you of the Word NoQuninal ? 


as if there were ſome dreadful Immodeſfty in that 


Word, whereas, every. School-boy almoſt knows, no 
more 15 meant thereby, than in the Nieht, or by Night. 
I may appeal to all the World, if there be more 
Ground to except againſt the Words I uttered, than a- 


pain® the Words of the Holy Ghoſt, which you have 


Deut. xXi11. 10. or the Words you have in the 8 Verſe 
of the Epiſtle of Z«de, where you read of flthy Dream- 


_ ers thei defiling the Fleſh. 


I hear, ſome talk, as ifthe Expreſſion were ſuch, the 
like to which they never read 'of but in Play-books, 


- and that they are ſuch, as never were uttered by any 
Miniſter of the Goſpel from Pulpit or Preſs, and no _ 
doubt, they who talk ſo, muſt be Men of great read- 


ing! Whar, have they rever read the holy Bible, the ſa- 


cred Oracles ? I have cited two Places of God's Word, - 


where the Sin I mentioned is expreſſed, in as plain, 
yea, plainer language than I uſed ; and other Places 


of Scripture might be adduced, as Lev; xv. Now I 


would fain know from ſuch, whether they think eve- 


ry Word of God is pure ? whether they think it, or not, 


he God of Truth afferts it, Prov. xxx. 5. Pſal. xii. 6, 
he boly Bible hath not che leaſt TinGure of Impurity 
in it. Do not oor Divines in{iſt upon the Holineſs of 
the Scriptures, and alfo upan their Szile, as Arguments 
of their divine Original, q : 


© T hear, ſome, when told the Scripture ſpeaks of 


that Sin in as plain Language as I had, they anſwer, 


if ſo, then thoſe Places of Scripture ought not to be _ 
' read in Publick ; but, by their Leave, if all Scriptuge 
; _ given by Inſpiration of God, and be profitable for 
| DoArine, for Reproef, for Corre&ion, and for Inſtrution 
2n Righteouſneſs, as the Apoſtle afſerts 2 Ton, iii. 16, 


17. then all Scripture may be read, and onght to 
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be read in Publick: And, by our DireFory, Miniftergo& - — | 


- the Goſpel are enjoyned to read, and that publickly, 


all the canonical” Books, both of the Old and New 


Teſtament, withour excepting ſo much as one Verſe, 


| Sentence, or Word. And 1 ſuppoſe, no Proteſtant 
Church, bnt enjoyns the ſame, except the Church of 
England, which negle&s to read in Publick the firſt 
17 Chapters of Leviticus, Ruth, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ne- 
hemiah, Efther, Song of Solomon, Lamentations, Amos, O- 
badiah, Fonah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Haggat, 2 Epiftle to 
the Theſſalonians, 2 and 3 Epiftles of Fobn, 2nd the 
moſt Part of the Revelation (a). And it would ſeem ſhe 
negle&s to read more Places than thoſe, for the 
Country Scholar (b) ſays, ſhe leaves out 188 Chapters 
of the Old Teſtament. Some, as Dr. Nicholas in his 
Defence of the Do&rine and Diſcipline of the Chuych of En- 

land, gives thisas a Reaſon why ſundry Places of 
God's Wordare notread in Publick by that Church, 
namely, becauſe they ſpeak too broadly, (according to the 
Cuſtom of thoſe in Alia ) of obſcene Matters, and might 


cauſe diſorderly Motions in unſettled Minds, and there, ir ' 


is thought, he hath a particular Eye to the Song of 
Songs which is Solomon's; but ſurely, as the Proverb is, 
mala mens malus animus, 'tis an ill Mind which 
makes an ill Meaning. *Tis a wicked Mind which 
cauſeth wicked Inclinations, as Mr. Pierce ſayth in 
an{wer to the Dofoy, The ſacred Scriptures are not to 
blame, that out of the deſperately wicked Heart of 
Man proceedeth evil Thoughts, Adulteyies, Fornications, 
—— which defile the Man, Matth. xv. 18, 19. And for 
all her Pretence to Tenderneſs upon this Head, it 
ſeems the Church of England ſees no Evil in ſuch an 
Expreſhon, for ſhe ſcruples not to read; and that in 
her Catbedrals and large&t Congregations, the above 


_ Cited Deut. xxiii. 10, And upon St. Simon and St. Fude's 


Feaft, ſhe reads for the Epiſtle of that Day, the firſt 

$ Verſes of Fude, cloſing the Epiftie with theſe 

Words, Likeways theſe filthy Dreamers defile the ms 
| | veſpi 


| {s) de Lawne's Plea for the Non-conſorimiſts, Page 51+ (+) No 
_*9aformiſts vindicated, Page 114: +" ) Nope 
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je Dominions, and ſpeak evil of Dignities. And where. 


ee 
4 e.is ſaid to read 121 Chapters of the Apocryphzay, | 
in ſome of theſe, as Fdith ix. 2. if the Engliſh Verſi- + 
On be according to the Latin, there are Expreſhons 
of znother Nature, than any in the ſacred Otacles. 
And whereas they talk, the like Expreſhon hath 
never been uttered by Minifter of the Goſpel, from 
Pulpit or Prels, ia this they give a ſorry Specimen of 
their/rexding, for many Inftances may be: given of 
the ſame or like Expreſſions uttered by eminent Mi- | 
nifters of the Goſpel, from both the reverend Mfr. | 
David Clarkſon in his Sermon, entituled Convi4ion of 
Hypocrites, Text Matth, vii. 21, 22. (4) when ſhew- 
ing whar lengths Hypocrites may come, he ſays, They 
may come the I:ngth of guarding againſt ſecret Sins, they 
may be careful to avoid ſinful Thoughts, yea, finful Dreams 
which are move excuſable than Thoughts, being leſs volun- 
zary. . And then, as an Inſtance, he adducesthe Phari- 
ſees Concern to keep themſelves from Pollutions b' 
impure Dreams, telling, how they inured themſelves to 
ſundry Hardſhips and Severities, as to their Lodging and 
Poſture in which they ſlept, aſſigning this as their End 
therein, that noFurnal Pollutions through impure Dreams 
might be prevented. And he cites the learned Epiphani- 
85 and Cauſabon for his Authors, there you have the 
very Words, and all the Words excepted againſt, and 
he hath others, that to Quarrellers might ſeem more 
exceptionable. And as this Inſtance of the Phariſees 
was very pertinent to him, ſo it will be eaſily owned, 
It lay fuliy as fair in my Way as his. And Clarkſon 
was no contemptible Author, no, he was one of the 
moſt eminent Divines in his Day, as ſometimes. he 
'. was Fellow of Claye-hall in Cambridge, fo he was a 
Man of great Learning. Hence, when Silling fleet 
Biſhop of Worcefter unjuftly vilified other diſſenting 
Miniſters, as Men of no Learning, he treated Clarkſow 
Civilly, and not with that Contempt he uſed others 
that had written againft him (b), And his Sermons 
| STE | -- --, Rave 
(«) Page521, of the Folio Vol, ofhis Sertuons: (+) Preface'to M- 
is diocelan Church6s, nog ' yet dilcovered inthe primitive oh © 
Times, Poge go DTS —£ 
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; | have always been-reckoned hoice Goſpel4 e1 mar 
.. they were by the reverend Mr. Fames Webſter, who 
 was:no contemptible Judge of Sermons or Books... -.-*-- 
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Again, the reverend Mc. William fenkyn, in his Fa 
Qures upon Fude, delivered in Chrift-C 


he hath - rhe very Words uarrelled, when opening. 
up the 8 Verſe, and it is well known, he was a Perſon 
of ſingular Parts, Modeſty and Eſteem. Again, the 


reverend Mr. Thomas Manton hath the very. Words, 
in. his Sermons upon Fade. I call his Commentary Ser- 


mons, becauſe in his Epiſtle to the, Reader, he ip- 
forms us, that he went over that Epiſtle in a Sermon 
Faſhion at the Defire of his Hearers, after he had 
gone over it by Way of ſhort Notes; and he was ons 


_ of the moft ſolid and judicious Divines in' bis Time. 
Hence, the reverend. Mr. How, in the Dedication of 


Manton's Sermons, on the 11 to the Hebrews, to King 
William, ſays, the Author's Name indeed hath long been, 
ap ſtill continues to be ſo bright and fragrant in England, 
. * 

. Alfo the reverend Mr. Fames Durham, iti his Le- 
&ures upon the Commands, delivered in one of the 


| Churches of Glaſgow, before he enters upon the par-. 


ticular Conſideration of rhe Commands, he propoſ- 
eth it as a Caſe, and he calls it a grave Caſe, viz. whe- 
ther any of the Ten Commands can be broken in Sleep by 


' Dreams, [maginations, Afions, &c? which otherways 


ave unlawful. And ſays he, Though 'tis not good to be 
#00 curious in this Queſtion, yet it wants not its own Pro- 


Fit, as to the Peace and Quietneſs of God's People, oy t6 


their humbling and ftirring up to Repentance, if it be vight- 
ly decided. And in anſwer to that Queſtion, as he 


_'Holds the Affirmative, ſ6 if he hath not the very Ex- 
preſſion quarrelled, he hath others to the ſame Pur-. 
Pole, and ſome, which to Quarrellers would be more 


apo ionable And as Mr, Dwurham's Praiſe isin all 
the Churches, ſo, had he not been a Perſon of Mo- 


| : defty and Tenderneſs in his Talk and Walk, as well 
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-asot eminent Parts, he had not been choſen unati- 
. mouſly in a Time of the greneeh Diviſion, to attend 
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_ the King's Family, as he was by the General Aﬀein- 
ST Bly, 1650. Pt: Df 6x bo ay 2, "3 *F- p49, BIT 
. +. . Now,as the above mentioned Divines have had” . 
the ſame or like Expreſſions in Pulpit,” ſo they did 
| , | = Ep on 3, - "0 
not Keep them for Landwayd Congregations, no, they ſeru- 
 . _ pled not touſe them in Places of greateſt Eminency,' 
|] _ and yet were neverquarrelled. Strange ! was there 
Y, | | 
| 
' 
| 


never a modeft render Perſon in thoſe London or' 
. Glaſgow Congregations, to inform thoſe eminent Mi-' 
nifters of Chrift, as to the Immodeſty of their Ex-- 
reſtons, that at leaft they mighr not be publiſhed 
If Print to the. World? and was thete none in Black- 
friars, Londoy, to inform the reverend Mr. Fenkyn, 
when his Le#wures upon Fade were firft printed, that: 
at leaſt ſuch Expreſſions might. be kept ont of his ſe-' 
_ cond, Impreſſion, which ſome Years after was again 
dedicated by him'to his deay Flock the Church of Godin 
- Blackfriars, Loxdon 2 And as ſundry have had the ſame: 
or like Expreflions in' Sermons, ſo many Minifters of 
the..Goſpel have. publiſhed them in Print unto the” 
| World : Beſides theſe already inftanced, many others 
Might be adduced, as the learned' Mr. Pogl, who not” {| 
only in his Crizicks, particularly on Fwde 8 Ver. where 
he cites ſundry learned Men all ufing the ſame Ex- 
preſſion, but alſo in his Engliſh Annotations on Lev. 
XV. 16. ſo the learned Diodati, and many otherss 
'T hear, ſome affirm many Things may be written- 
in Books, which are not to be expreſſed in Sermons ; 
Þut as it isa Sin to uſe' immodeſt Exprefhons ina' 
| Sermoh, ſo 'tis a Sin for'any Minifter of the Goſpel', 
to make uſe of them in Books, which are to be read. 
of all, and that perhaps in Company. Do not all our 
Divines own the feventh Command is broken, not on- 
ly by immodeft Speeches, bur alfo by writing or read- 
_ Ing obſcene Books, or lewd Expreſſions? and though. 
-there may be leſs Mn in the one, than in the other, 
 Fet the Jeaft Sin is Sin : And *tis a' received Maxim, 
F _ That majus & minus non variant fpeciem, 
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|! _ Whereas you write, moft of ſuch as haye condem>' 
[| . gd the Exprefiion, are either Gallio's 2s to' Church-' 
Gf Rane 5 I. governs - 


- 


SE. C:i8-.Y | _ 
government, or Favourers of Epiſcopacy, having leſs Re« - 
. _ gard to any Thing that can be ſaid from Presbyteriam 

Authors, then you may tell them, ſuch as they take 4 
for Biſhops, and Men. of Epiſcopal. Principles, have uf- | 
ed the very ſame, or the like Words, as the above - 

,mentioned: Epipbanius, who according to them was di- 
oceſan Biſhop of Salamine or Conftantis in Cyprus ; ſo 

. the learned and induſtrious W:llet in his Hexapla up- 

on Leviticus (a), there he hath the ſame Expreſhon 

AT again'and again, and ſundry others ſeemingly more 
exceptionable, and yet the Book is dedicated to the 
whole Church of England, and eſpecially to the reverend 
Clergy thereof : So alſo the eminently learned Biſhop U- 

.. ſher, in his Sum and Subſtance of the Chriftiqn Religion, a 
Catechiſm. written for inſtructing People in the fanda- 
mental Principles of Religion, when. treating of the 7 
Command, having put the Qubſtion, How doth a Man 
exerciſe Tucleanneſs by himſeif? in Anſwer he ſays, By the 
horrible Sin , of Qnan, (Ger. xxxviit. 9. Iuftjul Dreams, 
goturnal Pollutions, Dent. xxiii. 10. ariſeng from exceſſive 

_ Eating, and unclean Cogitations, and other ſinful Means. 
 Andtherehe aſlerts, tbe 5 Command is broken,by reading 
or bearing wanton Poems, naughty Songs, and bad Books, 
and much move by learning of them. Now that's in a-Ca- 

\} - - techiſm deſigned for the Uſe of all, and were there 

( Evil in the Expreſſion, then tranſiently to have it in 

! a Sermon, 1s nothing -{o bad, as to have it landing 


there, litevn ſcripta manet. + 8 | 

| ' Whereas you ſay, ſome, to your Szurprize, havetaken 
- Exception at calling an impure Dream a Sin, judg- 
. ing. People are not countablefor what they may 
think, ſpeak or act 1n their Sleep, more than are mad 

Men, who want the Uſe of Reaſon, for. what they 

ſay or do, being awake : But whatever ſach may ſay, 

It is certain, People may be guilty in Sleep by impure 

. Dreams, ſo thought thoſe great Divines, ' Clarkſon, 

Tankyn, Uſber, with many others, as particularly the 

ſolid, judicious, .and. tender Caſuift Mr. Durban, in 
that abovementioned Treatiſe, on the Commands, 
boa. EE: ba .  - (4) where 
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 G)wherehe handles the Caſe at large, arguing,as from 

* * fandry Topicks, ſo particularly from this Conlidera- 
_ Hon, that under the Law there were Sacrifices offer- 
_ ed for ſach Pollytions as People might be guilty of in + 
_ their Sleep, citing Lev. xv. and Dext.. xxiil. 10. and 


there he ſhews what Difference there is between a 
frantick-mad Perſon, and one in Sleep. But you may 
be'the leſs ſarprized, though ſome have queſtioned 


this, ſeeing ſome of late have had the dreadful Impu- 


dence to plead for the Lawfulneſs of diurnal Polluri- 


| ons. And as the reverend Mr. Fenkyn in his foremen- 


tioned Le#ures, ſaid, he was afraid this Sin of Self- 
PROD, was a too common Sin in'his Day, ſo ſun- 


ry fear it may be ſo in ours. Perhaps you will ſay, 


but is not this and the like, Sins, which the Apoſtle 


 fays, are not to be fo much as named among Chriſtians 


(6)? I anſwer, it js; but then the Apoſtle's Meaning 


preateft Hatred, utmoſt Abhorrence and Deteftation. 
The oponnt of God records. the Sin of Onan, particu» 

- Gen. XxXXV1ll. 9. and ſurely not by Accident. 
Hence the reverend Mr. Pool, commenting upon that 
Verſe, ſays, Onan's Sin is here particularly deſcribed by 
the Holy Ghoſt, that Men might be inſirufted concerning the 


. Nature and great Evil of this Sin of Self-pollutidn, which is 
fuch, that it brought upon the Afor of it the extraordinary 

" Vengeance of God, and which is condemned not only by Scrip- 
| Fure, but even by the Light of Nature, and the Fudement 
of the Heathens, who have expreſly cenſured it as agreat © 


Sin, and as a Kind of Murder. And this is reckoned a- 
mong. thoſe Sins which exclude from the Kingdom of 
God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Know ye not, that the Unvighteous 


ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God ? be not deceived, nei- 
#her Fornicators, nor Adulterers, nor | Effeminate, nor 


Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind-——— ſhall inberit the 
Kingdoms of God, And there are ſandry lnterpreters ” ' 
6: FE : _ good + 


1s not, that ſuch Sins may not be {imply mentioned, 
no, but his Meaning is, that they are not to be praQtiſ- 
ed, ſo as to give Occaſion for their being named, nor 
are they to be named nor ſpoken of, but with the 


f 
\'P 
: 


i 
\'P 


of the People's ot 
which I'm'ſaid to be [the Author, as if Gentlemen 
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good Note, who take the Word there rendred Effe- 


minate, to be meant of that Sin. | 681 

And after all, the whole Words quarreHed were 
only a Citation, telling what others wrote or ſaid of 
the Phariſees ; and tho' the Citation argued an Ap- 
probation of their -Concern to keep themſelves from 


Pollutions by impure Dreams, yet it argued nothing 


_ 4Jike an Approbation of the Methods taken by them 


for attaining that End, more than one, when ſpeak- 
ing of Origen's Concern to keep himſelf chaſte, could 
be ſaid to approve of his Meaſures taken for that 


End, when he thould tell, as ſome do, That . he refted 


ozly for a few Hours, and that not in his Bed, but on the 
bare Ground, inuring himſelf to Cold, Nakedneſt, and Ab- 
ſtinence from Wine, and miftaking our Saviour's Words, 

made himſelf an Eunuch for the Kingdom of Heaven's ſake 
in a literal Senſe. rg CL 
As to what you ſignify anent the Diſpleaſure ſome 
have conceived, for what is ſaid in a late Piece, en- 
cituled - Fres __ diyinum, written in Vindication of 
ight to chooſe their own Paſtors, of 


were maltreated therein; I anſwer, be the Author 
who will, and whatever may be buzz'd in Gentle- 


mens Ears who haye never ſeen the Book, for my 


Part, 1 can ſee no juſt Ground they-have to complain. 
Doth not the Author declare once and again, That ne 
Tan in bis right Wits will deny, but civil Reſpe& is due 
unts Men according to their Quality, Birth, Wealth, Parts, 


Place and Station jn the World? and that Honour is to be 
© gven to whom Honour is due, be ſays, no Man that re- 


gards the Scripture will deny. Doth be not own, it is @ 
great Mercy to the Church of Chrift, when the Rich among 


the Poole, and Perſons of greater Influence in Congregati- 


ons are yeady to joyn in calling faithful. goſpel Minifters, 
aſſerting, that double Honour is due unto them if really re- 
Iigious, and that People ought not only to conſult with ſuch, 
but alſo to have a Veneration for their Judgment ? Doth 
be not alſo own, that, at the Elefion of Paſtors, People 


ſoould pleaſe Perſons of Note, Difin&iou, aud greater 1n- 
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fluence in the Congregation, in as. far as this-.can the dove | 


with a good Conſcience? * And; cateris: paribus, be ſays, 
xt were reaſonable to chooſe ſuch as theſe are for, yather 
than others. Indeed the calling” ot Goſpel Miniſters 
being, as all our/Divines own, .a ſacred, ſpiritual, and 
ecclefraftical Privilege; be aflerts, that by divine Right 
it belongs equally to rich and poor, and in this he is 
far from being fingular, as is evident from the Book, 
itſelf. He is againſt» giving a Vote in the Choice .of 
our Paſtors, 'to Gentlemen not of our Communion, and 
aflerts, that Gentlemen of no Religion themſelves, 
can-never ,be.thought ſolicitous to have a faithful * 
goſpel Minifter ſettled among them. - But 1 hope 
"that is-no maltreating of thefn. And if there be any 
-\Expreſfions in all that Piece, which may ſeem hard 
upon any of higher Rank, who may be leſs tender, 


_ then I affirm they are nothing fo hard by a Hundred 


Degrees, as are the Words of that polite, well known, 


Epiſcopal ' Author, namely, the Author of the | 


Gentleman's Calling, Page' 102, 103, 104z &c. which 
T xoter- you reg 3557 nee 2 3 7; "TIE 
If ſome few, from whom other Things might been 
expected, confidering their high Pretences to bro- 
therly Kindneſs and - Charity, which thinketh no 


. Evil, taking Things fill by the beſt Hkndle, Þþutting 
_ "the beſt Conſtruttion upon. Words or Attions they 
, cat bear, have ſpread, or by {ly Infinuations have 


encouraged others: to ſpread the Story, putting the 
harſheſt Conſtruction upon the Expreſhon quarrelled . 


in 'my Sermon, tho' they have, forgotten our Lord's 


_ golden Rule of doing as they 2:0uld be done by, 1 frank- 


1y forgive them, and all that have concurred with 


them, heartily wiſhing .their *extcrnal, ſpiritual and 


eternal Welfare, 'This from him, who 1s, 


*L1 1 of finah, 


I CHW bobs, - 7 
Bi | Rea- 


Fe Ao Ce We xr.) Ca le EO” in _— 
| ws 2 E A DER, 4 h | 1 
FN the mn Sheets you have Part of a LeQure, 

': two Sermons, 4nd an Evening's Exerciſe ; bere i4 _ 
... the Whole of the Sermons, ,Forenoon's and Afternoon's,. 
not wanting one Head, noy Sentence of Enlargement, ſo fav. 
as Memory can ſerve at this Diſtance of Time. Tho' ſome- 
times formerly Propoſals were made for printins ſome of my. 

B Sermons, I ftill declined to give any Copy of. them, never de- 

* fening to trouble the World with. any Sermon of mine, be- 
K irs convinced there wants not abundance, both of old and. 
new, far moye edifying than any of them can pretend to; 
' and be aſſured, at ftudying the follpwing, I had as little 
* Thoughts of the Preſs as ever. DO 3- ag 
. And ſhould you ask, how theſe Seymons. come to be ſingled 
* out and publiſhed to the World, then know, it is not from 

4. any Conceit of their Excellency, as to the Manner of band - 
* ling the great Subje& inſifted won, no ; but preaching by ' 

S the: Precbytery's Appointment, at Kigkcaldy xpon the 12 of 
November laft, and ſpeaking of the Phariſees Concern to 
keep themſelves from ſome: ſecret Sins, 1 bad an Expreſſion 
anent them, in the Words of that eminently leayned and: 

 fengulayly tender Minifter of Chrift Mr. David Clarkſon, 
for. which the. Sermon bath been traduced by ſome, as con- 
taining Exyeſſions, the like to which, for my, had 

never been uttered by: Miniſter of the Goſpel from Pulpit or 
Prefs, When firſt | beard of the Noiſe 'and Talk there was 
anenut my Sermon, which was the Week immediately fol- 
lowing the Delivery thereof, I thought it might be like @ 
Wondey, which, as © the Proverb 4s, © laſterh but nine; 
Nights in'a Town; and therefore [ reſolved never td 
trouble. my ſelf- anent tt '> Bilthearing from Time to Time, 
and that after more than nine or ten Weeks were elapſed, 

* that the Noiſe increaſed, and that the Story was ſyread no? Fa 

je | only through Fife, bud-talked of in ſuntry Companies at | 

| Edinburgh, and ſtrangely miſrepreſented in ſuniry Corners, 
baing cyedibly inform'd it was talk'd of as a Trophy, and 
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cad: induftriouſly by ſome of a Party, whoſe unprecedented Meaſures 


for ſettling an additional. Elderfhip inKirkcaldy, and utving, Eq 
e - 


their preſent Vacancy with a Miniſter-of the Goſpel, I judged my ſei 
obliged in Conſcience to opp-ſe ; being alſy earne/tly . urged by ſome, who 


| declare they beard the Sermons to their Edification, at length I cone 


ſented th:y ſhould go: to the Preſs. | | 

Here thou haſt the Expreſſion quarrelled yerbatim, as in my Notes, 
without Addition, Diminution, . ov Tranſefutien of. ſo much as ona 
Word, Syllable, or Letter, and to the beſt of my Revembrance, I deli- 
wered it exattly-as' comained in them, - If, as ſome alledge, I ſpake of 
the Phariſees lying on hard Beds, I hope thave is no Immodeſty in the 
Expreſſion, and it had not been a Figment of my Brain, for Epipha- 
nius relates concerning ſom? of them, 'That they uſed to ly at | 
Night upon Plenks or Boards of, 9. Inches Breadth» If a few 
Sentences, as to the Praftice of the Phariſees, bave ſo offended, what 
would they ſaid, bad I ſpent the great Part of a Sermon in running the 
Parallel between them and th: Papiſts? as the reverend Mr. Benner. 
doth in bis Difcourſes againſt Popery (a). Reader, it is not worth 
while to tell you who have talked, nor ' what hath been ſaid of the Ex- 


| greſſons nor what Methods have been taken to impreſs People with the 


wodeſty thereof ; only, as the learned Rivet ſays of thoſe impure 


: . Penmen the Jeſuits, namely, * That they expreſs ſuch Things for Im- 
© modeſty in their Writings, as ſcarce the Devil bimſelf, with all his 
' © Study, would bave ſuggeſted: So I may ſay, the Devil bimſelf, tho' 


tbe Father of Lies, could zot have invented a greater Lie than is 

ſpread by ſome in this Aﬀair, when they tell it to Strangers,” viz. that 

though they cannot exatly mind the Expreſſions, yet they were ſo offen< 
to the Generality of Hearers, that the Men pulled their Hats over 

beir Faces, and the Women their 'laids, ſo as there was a great Huſh 


 #n the Kirk : And when you come to the Expreſſion, 1 leave it to you to 


Judge, whether #t is poſſsble it could be ſo, or not, 1 am gricved to beav 


of the obſcene Fpeeohes of ſome of the Quarrellers, who kave fomed 


out their own Shame xt0» this Occaſion, talking to the Corruption 
of goed Manners, by Jeſting, which: isnot convenient : Andit was 
partly for topping the Mouths of ſuch, and that they might be aſhamed, 
that 1 conſented tothe Publication of the following Diſcourſe» IT con- 
clude, comforting my ſelf with the Thoughts of this, that notender Soul 
took Off: ce at the '& $1 when delivertd, and that theres a Bleſ- 

ing pronounced.en ſuch as Men do hate and reproach, caſting out 
Their Name as evil for the'Sdp of Man's fake, praying, the Lord 


' ay ble(s the following Diſcourſe, for your Soul's cup and intreating, 
| if you reap Benefit, you'll give Glory to the God of al 


| preſent a fervent Suir: for |} F'Y. T6 | F, 
; bs [LOW | Wo 


our Praiſe, and 


| Your So Il-wiſher, 
the meaneſt of Chili's Servants _ 
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{SERMON 


PREACHED 
In Kirkcaldy, November 12.1727. 


Ma-rnrrTu. V, 20. 


For T ſay unto you, that except your Righteonſueſs 
ſhall exceed the Reghteonſneſs of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no Caſe enter into 

. zhe Kingdom of Heaven. 8 

H E Words ate a Patt of that noble 

Sermon which was preach'd upon the 

Mount, by him that -ſpake as never 

Man ſpake, him into whoſe Lips Grace 

was poured, him that received” not the Spirit 

by Meaſure, :2amely, our great Prophet, and 
glorious high Prieſt, Chreft Feſus. Some think, 
this was the firſt of all our Lord's Sermons, 
which begins with this Fifth, and continues to 


| the End of the ſeventh Chapter. 


In the 16 Verſe, our blefſed Saviour exhorts 


| his Diſciples to make their Light ſhine ſo before 
the World, as others ſeeing theer good Works, 
to meght glorify their Father which zs an Hea- 
| -.geu, This was the End of our Creation, pame- 


ly, 


_ the 


 . which here our Lord doth in his Sermon upon 


- by : - 
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ly, the advancing the Glory of the God of Glo-. 


ry. His Glory is the Centre in which all the 
Actions of our Life ought to meet. | 

In the 19 Verſe he ſays, 1 came not to de- 
troy the Law or the Prophets, I came not to 


deſtroy, but to fulfil. The pious Fewws, regard- | 
Ing the Law and the ho 6 might . be poſſeſ- 


. 


ſed with a Fear leſt Chriſt came to deſtroy them. 
Hence our Lord proteſts againſt the Thoughts of 
diſannulling the Obligation of the Moral Law. 
On the other”, Hand, profane Jews, wearied of 
the Yoke of the Law, might hope Chriſt was 


an Antinomian, come to deſtroy it; no, ſays he, 
carnal Lzbertznes have no Ground to dream of. 


this, for 1 came not to deſtroy, but to fulfil the 
Law. Fulfil it, How? not by adding any new 
Precepts to it, as Romaniſts, Socinians, and 
ſome others aſſert. But, 1. He came to fulfil 


the Law, by yielding complete and perfe& Obe- 
dience \ unto it, fulfilling all the Righteouſneſs 


thereof, in the, Place and Room of his People, 


magnifying the royal Law, and making it ho- 
nourable, that, as. by. owe Man's Diſobedtence 


many were made Sinners, ſo by the Obedience 
of one many might be mage righteous, Rom. v. 
I9. 2. Chriſt came tofulfil the Law, by being 


fulfil the Law, by giving. a true and juſt Inter- 
pretation thereof, freeing it from the corrupt and 
falſe Gloſles given by the Lawzers, Scribes and 
Phariſees, who were Teachers of the Law, 


_— under the Law, undergoing the Curſe of _ 
aw, which was due to his People for their 
Violation thereof, And now, he hath redeemed © 
> #hem from the Curſe of the Law, betng made a 
' Curſe for them, Gal. -iii. 13. 3. He came ta 
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the Monnt. 4. He may be ſaid to fulfil the 
Law and the Prophets, as he came to purchaſs 
all the Bleſſings promiſed Ly the Prophets nnder 
the Law, and he makes good all the Promiſes 
contained in the Old Teſtament ; yea, he it is 


In whom all the Promiſes are Yea and Amen. _ 


He came indeed to deliver Believers from the 
 Taw, as a Covenant of Works, to deliver from 
its Rigour, its Curſe, and condemning Sentence, 
but-not from it as a Rule of Lite; no, there are 
ſpecial Obligations lying upon Believers, to 
_ the holy, ſpiritual, juſt, and good Law ef 
Fer Rr; ps et 

In the 18 Verſe Chriſt tells, that 72/1 Heaven 
and Earth ſhould paſi, one Fot or Tittle ſhould 
not paſs from the Law till all was fulfilled. 
The Totd's, or leaſt Letters of the Law, the 
Points, or leaſt Things concerning God's holy. 
Word, ſhall be preſerved: by his Providence, in 
ſpite of Hell, while Sun and Moon endure ; 
andfrom this, that not one Jot or Tittle ſhall paſs 
away from the Law,' we may gather, the He-. 
brew Points have been coeval with the Hebrew 
Letters themſelves. | | IE 
| Inthe 19 Verſe, the Lord our Lawgiver tells, 
he was ſo far from coming to deſtroy the Law, 


that he declared, whoever ſhould be guilty of | 


breaking the leaſt Command of the Law, and 
{ reaching others to do ſo, whether by Do&rine or 
{ PraQtice, ſhould be called the leaſt in the King- - 
dom of Heaven. 'The Meaning may be, they 
ſhall be none at all, there they ſhall not enter 
Into, they ſhall not inherit the Kingdom; and 
furely, ſuch as allow themſelves/ in the leaſt 
Breach of the holy Law of God, have noGround 
. fo hope tor Heaven, or that they are in the Way - 
27 Wk | foo CS: —-\.; 236 
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to it, while in ſuch. a State ; whereas, whoever 


ſhall obſerve the Things contained in his Law, - 


and do them, they ſhall be called great in the 


Kingdom of Heaven. As they that are Saints 


are great in the Sight of the Lord, even while 
here, fo they ſhall be greatly and highly exalted 
in the heavenly Kingdom, which is the Inhert- 


tance of the Saints, tho' not beſtow'd for the ſake 


_ of their own Sanftity, but for the ſake of the 


Surety's meritorious Righteouſneſs, Obedience 


to the Law being a ſure Mark and Evidence of 
an, Intereſt therein, Or here Chriſt may be 
_ thought to preach the Law, that ſo it may be 4 


Schoolmaſter to lead unto Chriſt, who 2s the End 


of the Law for Righteouſneſs io every one that 
believeth, Rom.x.4. _ WE 

In the 20 Verſe our Saviour tells his Hearers, 
That except their Righteouſneſs ſhould exceed 
zhe Reghteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
| Zhey could in no Caſe enter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven. Theſe Words in general are an awful 


'"Aﬀertion, where we may notice, 1. The Per- 


ſon. afſerting, 1 ſay unto you 5 and who 1s this, - 


but 7 am, glorious Chriſt, the Amen, fairhfut 
and true Witneſs, he who is Truth itſelf, and 

' cannot lies none of his Words can fall ro the 
Ground without Accompliſhment, whether his 
Word of PrediQtion, Promiſe, or Threatning. 2. 
The Perſons to whom our Lord ſpeaks, 1 ſay 
21ato you, to you my Diſciples, and to you my 


| Hearers. He faid this to all his Hearers, and 


what he ſaid to all kis Audience, he ſays to all 
that read and hear the Goſpel now, and to hes 
Soul hearing me this Day. 3. The Thing al- 


ſerted, namely, that except their Righteonſneſs 


ſhould exceed ihe Righteouſneſs of the Seri by 
04 ne G 8 | and 
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and Phariſees, they could in n0. Caſe enter. .inte 
the Kingdom of Heaven, ' © Td es 
Now here it may be asked, 1. Whothe Scribes 
and Phariſees were, and in Anſwer, I ay, the 
Scribes were either Cz2z1 or Eccleſiaſtick. The firſt 
were publick Notaries to great Men, or they 
were taken up in writing civil or ſecular Aﬀairs. 
Ecclefiaftick Scribes were Interpreters of the 
Law of (od unto the People, being alſo Prieſts 
ard it is of thoſe our Lord ſpeaks in this Place. 'The 
Phariſees again were one of the three famous 
pSects among the Fews, and the ftraiteſt Set a» 
mong 'them, hence As xxvi. 5, the Apoſtle 
ſays, after the moſt ſtraiteſt Sect of our Religion 
1 zyved a Phariſee, to wit, before his Converfion, 
they were ſtrifter than the Saddncees.or E//enes, 
and were in great Veneration among the People, 

” yea, in ſuch Eſteem, that they ſaid, zf but 7209 
+ Men zn all the World ſhould go to Heaven, one 
of them would be a Phariſee. They alſo were In- 
- terpreters of the Law, but it was according to the 
- 'Traditions received from the Fathers,  _\{ 
: 2. Here it may be asked, what zs meant by 
' that Righteouſneſs, which muſt exceed the Regh-+ 
 zeouſneſs of the Screbes and Phariſees. For un» 
- derſtanding this, you would confider, there 1s a 
” Righteouſneſs. which is 2mputed, and a Righte- 
” ouſneſs which is ##herenr. Imputed Riphteouſ- 
{ neſs is the complete, abſolutely perfe&, everlaſt» 
© ing Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 
” the Believer's Head and _ Surety, his a&zve and 
- Faſſrove Righteouſneſs, or Obedience, which is. 
- Imputed for Tuſtification upon the Siuner's belie- 
© ving in him. Inherent Righteouſneſs again, 'tis 
the ſamewith Piety, Holineſs, or Santification of 
| Heart and Life, Some underſtand the Werns of 
: | " 1. 
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- the'one, and ſome 'of the other Righteouſneſs, 
 butl hurably think, they may be meant of both; 

_ for the Scribes and -Pharzſees came ſhort as-to 
each: of theſe. As to impured Righteouſneſs, they 

| were zZgnoranr of the Righteonſmeſs of Ged, and 
-. did not ſubmit to the Righteouſneſfof Fmmanu- 


£1, who is God-min, God wwirh 1s, and God for 


us 3 inſtead of this, zFey went about to eſtabliſh 
 therrown. Righteonſneſs, Rom. x. 3. And forall. 
their-pretended Veneration and Reſpe& for Ho- 


lineſs and the Law, they came far ſhort of accep- 


table Obedience. 


3. Here it may be asked, what we are 79 


gemaderſiand by this Kingdem of Heaven, into * 
which there is no Entrance, except our \Righte- 
- Ouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Pharzſees, Now for anſwer, by the Kingdom 


of Heaven in Scripture, the Goſpel Church is 
ſometimes meant, and: indeed they are unworthy 
Members thereof, whoſe R1ghteouſneſs doth not 
excced the Righteonſneſs of the Scribesand Pha- 
riſes; but by the Kingdom of Heaven here, I 


underſtand the Kingdom of Glory, in which the 


truly Righteous ſhall ſhine, and ſhine forth as 
the Sun for ever and ever. This is a Kingdom 
Into which the Unrighteous, and all, without Ex- 
ception, whoſe Righteouſneſs doth not exceedthe 


Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pharzſces, can-" © 
' not enter. Q! as you love your Souls, believe ' 
- this, think ſeriouſly upon this.. Inſtead of entring ; 
into the Kingdom of Heaven to reign with Chriſt, 
they ſhall be rhruſt down with the Devil andhis {| 
- Angels into that Pit of endleſs Miſery, out of 
which there 1s no Redemption. And here you | 
_. may notice the Extent of this Affirmation, ye * 
| fhall in no Caſe enter anio the Kingdom of Hea- 


Tel, 
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&272, in no Caſe, be your State' or Cafe :rich or. 
oor, noble or 1gnoble, .high ' or low, . be: you 
Male or Female, old or young, be you Profeflor. 
or profane, be you Few or Gentle, ye ſhall in no 
Cafe enter into the Kingdom. be es See 
The ..Dofrine I deſign. to: infiſt upon .from 
thoſe Words, is this, zhat whatemer Hope People 
may have of coming to Heaven and Glory, they 
will come ſhort thereof, and periſh eternally, un- 
leſs theer Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs 
f Scribes and Phariſees z or- you may taks 
the Words of the Text for a Dofrene, namely, 
that unleſs the Righteouſneſs of Men and IWo-. 
men, exceed the Righteonſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, they ſhall never cntcr into the King- 


* dom of Heaven. Such as do not admit of -Conſe- 


4 queogea, paul not refuſe this. Believe this, lay it 


erioully to Heart, 'tis not the Word of a Fellow- 
+ worm. Creature, no no, 'tis the Word: of -hinmz 
7 that's the Truth, the Amen, fairhful and true 
* Fitneſs, the Word of the Gol of Truth. Now 
= in ſpeaking to this DoRrine, 1: I'll inſtance ſome 
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- conſiderable Lengths the Scribes and Phariſees 
= came in Religion. 2, Shew wherein they failed 
Z and came ſhort» 3. Shew wherein our Righte- 
ouſneſs muſt exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 
. Scribes and Phariſees. 4. Shew on what Accounts 
_ Heaven is . called a. Kmgdom. 5. S:ew, what 
© Sort of a Kingdom it is. 6. Apply the Do- 


-Qtrine. 


” 1. Then, for zn7ſlancing ſome of thoſe conſide- 
Erable Lengths the Scrabes and Phariſees came: #1 
ERcligon ; and here I'll ſpeak a little, r. Of their 
Wezarzve Righteouſneſs, and then 2. Of their po- 
itzve Righteouſneſs. Now, for their negative 
Righteouſneſs, or Obedience to the negative Pre- 
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cops "of God's righteous Taw, thoſs Precepts 


. were. free ous groſs and ſcandalous Sins, hence 
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ich enjoyn Abſtinence from Sin. - 


Luke viii. 11. The Phariſee ſays, God, Ithank 


rhee, I am not like other Men, I am no Extor- 


zzoner, no unjuſt Perſon, no Adulterer, nor even 


as this Publican, theſe are Sins whigh exclnde 


from the Kingdom of God, as you may ſee r Cor. 
vi. 9, 10. But, 2. As they were free from the Pra- 
Rice of grofler Sins, To they were free from the 


| Practice of ſmaller Sins before the World : As 


Paul before his Converſion was a Phariſeeof the 
Phariſees, ſo he ſays of himſelf, - that then he 
was blameleſs touching the Reghteonſneſs of the 


be, Law, he defied the World to ſay black was his 
Eye, P}L. iii. 6. 3. They were concerned to | 


"my againſt ſome ſecret Sins, Sins which the 


World could not come to theK nowledge' of. They | 
_ faygofthe Pharzſees, that they accuſtomed them- 
_ ſelves to ſundry Hardſhips, as to their Lodging 


and Poſture wherein they ſlept, giving this as 


_.the End of their ſo doing, that notturnal Þl- 
 tutzons through empure Dreams, might be pre- 


mented.” 4. They were concerned to guard 


not only againſt Sin, but alſo againſt the Occafi- | . 
ons thereof. They fav, ſomeof the Phariſees woro | 
| Hats fo deep when they went Abroad, as to co- k 
ver their Eyes, leſt any Occaſion of Sin fromtemp- |” 

_ ting Obje&s ſhould enter by theſe Windows. | 
But now, 2. For Poſitzvre Righteouſneſs, or Obe- | 


dience to the poſitive Precepts of the righteous 
Law of God, they came a confiderable Length. 


| As, 1. They had a ſplendid Profeſiion of Religi- 
| on. People may come this length, and yet be W - 


ark nought. Alas, the Pratice of many gives 


their Profeflion the Lie, Howeyer, my Friends, IN. * 
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 amnot ſpeaking againſt a Profefſion, God forbid, 
for-the Law requires us to profeſs, as well as to 
- praſtiſe. The firſt Command requires us, as to 
| know God, ſo alſo to acknowledge him before 
the Wotld for our God, worſhipping and glori- 
. fying him according to that Knowledge we have, 
© andAcknowledgment we make of him; and ſuch 
: as have tot ſo much as a Profeſſion of Religion, 


upon the Matter, they deny Chriſt before the . 


World, and he will deny them before his Father 
which is in Heaven. - 2. They had much Know- 
ledge of the Law, they were Teachers thereof, 
. Who had a Form of Knowledge, and of the Truth 
of the Law, Rom. ii, 20. Alas, the Knowledge 
; ' many, it is ike g Pearl in the Toad's Head, ,- , 
_ their Knowledge 'tis not experimental, it is not 


= Soul affeCting, it 1s not practical, *tis but as a 
\ | Candle in the Hand to ſhew the Way to the Pit. 


Many know their Maſtcr's Will, and do #t nor, 
fuch ſhall be beaten with many Strzpes. 3. They 


| were much in the Duty of Prayer, as it becomes, 
and is the Practice of every ſerious Chriſtian. 


. The Evangeliſts Harthew, Mark and Duke, do all 
mention the long Prayers of the Scr2bes and Pha- 
Yiſees, and our Lord is far from blaming them for 


= | - the Length of theſe; for ſometimes Chriſt himſelf 


| - continued all Night in that noble Duty, as Luke 
& Vi. 12. but he reproves them for making long 
»- | _ Prayers in Hypocriſy, and for a Pretence to gon. 
;- the World's Pq evi Though all prayerleſs Per- 
ſons {hall be turned into Hell, yet all praying Per- 


. ons ſhall not enter into Heaven. Alas, many that 


. make the Faſhion of ſeeking God by Prayer, they 
{ know not what it is to pray in Faith, what itis to 
> pray in Chriſt's Name, nor ' what it 1s to be im- 
portunate in Prayer, vrokling with God, 4, They 
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were much in'the: Duty of Faſting. Luke . Vait$3. 
, 1 there 'WE read of their tafting often. | 'They-were 
taken up in Sin-mortifying)! Exerciſes, beating 
-i down the Body 3 and alas; I fear few. know what 
' tis to come the: length of keeping a ſecret Faſt, 
-humbling themſelves before: the Lord. for their 
own Sins, or the-Iniquities of others: 5. They | 
| «'were: much taken'up In meditating upon the holy Y 
_ ' Law of God; andto help:them- in that Bxerciſe, 3 
' -'#hepmade: broad their Phylafteries,,and enlarged 
'Fhe Borders of ther Garments, as \Matoh. xxiil. 
*'$.- Their Phylafterzes were little Scrolis/ of 
©Parchment, wherein were | written” with \great | 
- Niceneſs ſome Parts of the'T;aw, thoſe were'plac- | 
"ed upon their Foreheads, .and* about the Wriſts of | 
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- their left Arms, that feeling, 'or ſeeing thoſe they 7 
- -'might'be-/put in Mind of the Law. And'/whereas ® 
"they enlarged the 'Borders 'of their Garments, | 1 
- ' God had\commanded his People 1/7aet to have © ®% 
-@&"Ribband: of Blue upon them, 'in which it is ® 
© "Probable ſome Part of the Law was written. You © £ 
' -' have the Command for this, Numb. xv. 38, $9, | C 
40; FheScribes and Pharzſees pretending to'more t] 
' "Religion and Regard for the Law than: others, £ 
- muſt have the Border of their Garments broad- © V 


© er than other People : Yea, ſome write of the | tl 
"Phariſees. that they wore ſharp Thorns in the 
© Borders of their Garments, that being: pricked | 
© by thoſe, - whether they ſati'or walked; the: Pain #. 

HS **might bring: the Law into their: Mind, with a 7 
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| * quick Remembrance. 6. They were fri Ob- | 
WEN > pk of the Sabbath-day, ſtrict, even to Super- | 
| + Nition. 'Hence Marth. xi1: 2. ſeeing'the Diſciples 
| * of our Saviour pluck' the'Ears- of Corn to ſatisfy 7 
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| * their Hinger-upon'the Sabbath, they quarrelled |? | 
{ _ b:xkeir Conduct ; this was their Fault, yet it was 
” — | I 
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commendable in them to regard the Sabbath g 
and; ſurely+it'-is. a Sign/and ſhrewd: Evidence of, 
o Strangers. to real Religion, to be: regardleſs; 
the'Eord's Day. 7 would judge, ſays.one,, of 
a Pearſon's being religzous, or not, by thezr hays, 
zrg; not hauing'a Regard unto the ' Sabbath... 
Chriſt came not to deſtroy the 7,27» or the: Pres + 
” Zhers, aviin the v7 Verſe of this Chapter, wherg 
our. Text is; and ſirely the fourth;Command 1s 
* a moral Precept of the royal Law, binding under - 
' | the» New; as well as under the Old:;/Feſtament 
 & Difſpenſation. - 7. They, were. liberal and: open- 
e © handed in giving to pious: Uſes,: Hence, Luke 
- © xvitdr2, we read of their paying Tithes of all | 
_ = they had. The Law required the 'Tithes. ſhould 
e © be given tothe Prieſts and Levzres, who waited 
T 
S 


upon his Service:: Now the. Scrzbes and Pharz- 
ſees were ſo tender here, that they. tithed all 
% Things, even to their Anzſe, Mint and Cumman, 
> © as : Marth. xxiii:.23. 8.' They were, at leaſt 
s : fome of them, concerned to keep in_ with Con- 
u © Kcience, as in the Caſe of the, Apoſtle before his 
,, Converſion, and when a Pharzſeep Acts xx111. v. 
e || there he ſolemnly proteſts, -he had lived 272 at? 
s, © good Conſcience before God unto that. Day, and 
1. © when” he perſecuted - the Church of Chriſt, he 

” thought. himſelf obliped in Conſcience, 110 do myg- 


vr 
wt ny Things againſt the Name of Feſus : Indeed"it 
4d was a ſadly mifinformed Conſcience z yet he a- 
in |. Eted according to.the Dittates . thereot, being a- 
a} fraid to aft againſt his Light. Such are ſurely 


p. = graceleſs and Chriſtleſs, as can lightly go aver 
r- © the Belly of: Conſcience. And- of all Plagues, 'tis 
es} one ofthe moſt dreadful and terrible, to be given | 
fy up of God to a filent.or ſeared Conſcience. Other 
-4 | Things might be ITE here, as, they m_ 


due Attenders 'on Ordinances, : and came the 


length of partaking of all Church Privileges. A- 
las, many of the Children of the Kingdom will be 
eaft our. They were careful to guard againſt wic- 
ked enſnaring Company, and the like, and ſome 
of them were 10: far from the Kingdom of Hea- 
wen, Hence Matth. xii. 34. our Lord ſays to 
one of the Scribes, thou 'art not far from the 


Kingdom of God, not far from being like them, or 
among them that ſhall enter into it ; and ſurely *# 


the Lengths they came, who ftill were Strangers 
toreal Religion, calls all to entertain a holy Jea- 


| Jouly, left they bleſs their Souls in a Thing of 


nought. A 2s nor Gold which gliſters, as the 
Proverb is... 00 et oy 

_ Second general Head was, To ſhew whereim 
zhe Scribes and Phariſees came ſhort, whatever 
Length they came in Religion. And, 1. They 
failed, in that whateyer Regard they ſhewed to 
the external Letter of the Law, they were re- 


_ -gardlefs of the ſpiritual Meaning thereof. They 
, were ſolicitous how to make clean the Outfide 


of the Cup and Platter, but were eaſy, tho' ins 


wardly their Hearts were full of Extortion, Ra- | 


vening, Exceſs and Wickedneſs; they were like 


whited Sepulchres, as Matth. xxiii. 25, 26, 27, | 
| 28, External Purity, and a blameleſs Walk be- | 
fore the World, is conſiſtent with an impure +, 
filthy Heart. 2. They failed, in that their Ats | 
of Righteouſneſs lowed not from a right Prin- |: 
ciple, a Principleof Grace and new Nature; and |; 
Such as are in the Fleſh they cannot Pleaſe God, || 


fays the divinely inſpired Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 8. 


Mind, unconverted Sinner, that all your Perfor- 3 
mances are an Abomination to the Lord, No © 
\ Acceptance of our .choiceſt Performances, till |} 

- | = ones | 
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once our : Perſons. be tccepted in the Beloved. 

- Gen. iv. 4, 5. There it is ſaid, the Lord had 
reſpett unto Abel and his Offering, but unto- 
Cain and his Offering he had not Reſpef. Firſt, 

_ 'The Lord had Re £4 unto bel his Perſon, . 
and then unto his Offering; but albeit Cazn's 
Offering might be as right for the Matter of it, 

; and of as much intrinfick Value as Abel's, yet. 
| . God. had no Regard unto it. We value not' the 

| Preſents of ſuſpefted Enemies, and ſuch as. have. 
carnal Minds, which are Enmity: againſt - God,, 

Z their Performances are an Abomination'to him. 
Z 3. They failed in all their Acts of Righteoul- 
meſs, and religious Performances, in that -they 

| ated not in a right Manner. They did not a& in 
Faith, and 222rhout Faith it 2s impoſſible, ſimp- 
Iy impoſſible for. a Sinner to pleaſe God, as Heb. 
X1. 6, The meaneft, the ſmalleſt, the leaſt of 

* all the Bclievers Performances, are more accept- 
| 2 able unto God, than 'Thouſands of Rams, or- 
> Ten'thouſand deep broad Rivers of precious and. 
_ 2. coſtly Oyl, from ſuch as a&t not Faith on Chriſt 
© the Beloved; a hearty Sigh for Sin with Faith, 
= 3s more acceptable to God than Tears, were the 
; © of reddeft Blood, without it. 4. They. failed 
© in this, that abominable Self was their great 
- | Aim, they ſought themſelves, and not the Glory 
; |, of God, in all they did. They faſted, gave Alms, 
3 | and made long Prayers for a Pretence, that they 
= might beſcen of Men, Matth. xxiii. 5, 14. Ephras 
 1mn2zs an empry Vine, he brangeth forth Fra 
* wnro himſelf, ſays the Lord, Hol. x. i. 5. They 
: failed in this, they relied upon their own Righ- 
 teouſneſs, and did not betake themſelves intirely 
= to him, whole Name is The Lord our Righte- 
” - euſneſ, him, that's the End of the Law, the 
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PerfeRion of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every 
Soil that believerh.” They went bolt to eſtas 


bliſh their. own Righteouſneſs; ſaying, .Gog, we » 


rbank thee 0" ave nor like other. Men, wie do' 
. this, and we do that, as Luke 'xviii. 11. And. 
_ alf that! rely on their own Righteouſneſs ſhall 
baye'this at 'God's Hand, that #nſtead of entring* 
ant ihe K7ingdom, they ball ty down 2n Sor-' 
row, eternal Sorrow, Ia. Wit. vo 


"Tyra general Head was, To ſhew wherein 


onr"Righreonſueſs muſt exceed the Righteouſneſs 
of "Be \Scribes "and" Phariſees: ' An Anſwer to: 
this may be'gathered from what is ſaid already,' 
- yet that, through the Lord's Bletfing, you may: 
5 the. mote 'tmpreſt with what hath been hint-" 
ed, in Anſwer, I ſay, we muſt exceed them. : 1. 
In reſpe& of zMpurted Righteouſneſs. The Righs 
teouſneſs of Chriſt muſt be imputed to us, brought: 
near unto us, and we muſt have anIntereſt there-: 
_ in,'or 'periſh eternally. ' And this is the main 
Thing wherein our 'Righteouſneſs muſt exceed 
theirs, unleſs '2we be found in Chriſt, not having 
our own Righteouſneſs, which ts by the Law, 
but having the Righteouſneſs which 2s through 
the Paith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which is 
of God by Faith, there is no. eſcaping eternal 
vindictive Wrath. 'The Apoſtle knew this, 
| hence he defired 70 be forngd 272 Chriſt, nor ha- 


wins his own Righteouſneſs, Phil. iii. 9. an 


Him, that is, united "to him,” Union with Chriſt 
being the: Foundation of the Imputation of his 
Everlaſting Righteon ſmeſs. O, as you love your 
Souls, confider this, lay it ſeriouſly to Heart. 2. 
We miift exceed them in reſpe& of #nherent 
Righteoiifſneſs or Holineſs. And, r. As we 
would cnter wito the Kingdom, or be made mot 
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© for- partaking"bf. {the-: heavenly . Inheritance, all 
.. OUr. Ads of,» Righteouſneſs muſt flow from; a 
\[Principle: of Grace, -a Principle of renewed Ng- 
tures I' mean, we muſt be new- Creatures, he- 
- fore our Duties, or Acts of Righteouſneſs,,cay find 
»Acceptance with God, as in that forecited:;Rqy. 
.-Viik.:S. 59 then, they that are mn the Fleſh Cait-- 
- 220t. Pleaſe God... To bein the Fleſh' is not. to.be = 
In the Body, nor is it meant of living in grofler 
As of Uncleanneſs, nor is it meant of having 
. Fleſh or Corruption in us, as the holieft' of all. 
- the Saints of, God have while here in this World ; 
# -- No, \butthis 1s. meant of being in a natural or yn- 
= - renewedState. And alſoour Aftsof Righteouſneſs 
.: muſt flow from a Principle of Love; where the 
Love of God in Chriſt doth not conſtrain or in- 
. Huence to Ads of Righteouſneſs, they are yot 
acceptable to God. Further, acceptable Works | 
- of Righteouſneſs muſt flow from a Principle ,of 
Fear, not a laviſh, but a filial Fear. Real Saints 
they fear the Lord and his: Goodneſs, Hol. 11... 
1-5. Where Obedience to the Law flows.only or 
mainly from fear of Hell, it is not acceptable. 
2. Our Righteouſneſs muſt exceed theirs in re- 
| Jpe& of Spirituality, we muſt worſhip God in 
 Þ ... the Spirit, and not content our ſelves with þ0- 
” - dily Exerciſe, which profiteth little, as 1 Tam. 
” iv. 8. 'There is a great Difference between fay- 
 » ing Prayers, as ſome ſpeak, and wreſtling with 
; 7 \God1n. Prayer,- Facob-like, refuſing to ter hams 


£0, and ſo of 'other Duties. The Heart:is the ; f 


= F ronw 'Thing the Searcher . of Hearts he looks 
* |. for, and; looks: to.. 3, Qur Righteouſneſs muſt 
> ©. exceed theirs as zo the End propoſed to. our ſelves. 
t © -In Duties the Glory of God muſt. be our ulti- 
© | mate Principle and great End ; the S$cr2bes and 
£ Phart- 
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_ ®hariſees ſought themſelves : But for us to line 
| ' muſt" be Chriſt 
PHIL. i. 22. Tho' a good End will never juſti- 


, as ſays the Apoltle of himſelf, 
fy a bad Atton, yet a wrong End, a ſelfiſh End, 


will render our choiceſt Aﬀions or Duties abo- 
' minable in his Eyes, by whom AQtions are 
- weighed, tho*Yilled wwith rhe Fruzts of Righte- 
-onſneſs ; if not to the Glory of-God they are re- 
* Je&ed, Ph2z1zp. 1.11. O, as you love your Souls, ' 


eware of Self, Self-ſeeking, which-is a ſelf and 


| ſoul-undoing Thing. 4. We muſt exceed the 
| Scribes and Pharz/ſees as to the Manner of Du- 
. Zzes. Let Duties be never ſo right as to the Mat- 
' ter of 'them, they are rejected, unleſs they be 
| done in an+ acceptable Manner, worſhipping in a 


believing, reverend, humble, cheerful Manner, 
and the like. 5. We muſt exceed them 27 
looking only ro Feſus Chriſt the Righteous for 


Acceptance of any Thing we do. There as no Ac- 
- ceptance but 2n the Beloved, Eph. 1. 6. If our | 
Sacrifices be not perfumed with the Mediator's 


much Incenſe, they are an Abomination to the 


% 


poſed. I proceed now to the 


Lord. And ſo much for the third Thing pro- 


. Fourth general Head, and that was to ſhew | 
 evby Heaven 2s called a Kingdom, or to ſhew 


0:2 what Accounts at may be ſo deſigned. And 


| with reſpe& to the Righteous, with reſpe& to Þ 
"Believers, who are intereſted in the K 
_  Zzon's Righteouſneſs, and Students: of univerſal 


Goſpel Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, it may be 
called a Kingdom, becauſe in Heaven they ſhall 


- reign as Kings, being dignified: with all the En- 


figns of royal or kingly Majeſty. As, 1. Belie- 


vers when yo come to Heaven, when ye enter the 


Confings of 4nmanye!'s \Land, ye thall be fer 
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King of Þ 
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upon a royal. Throne with the King of Kings, 
the King of Glory. Rev. 11. 21. Zo ham that © 


opercometh, wwill I grant to fit with me upon my 
| 'hrone. O blefled Company to fit with ! When 
| the Unrighteous ſhall be caft down to the lower 
= Hell, you ſhall” fit upon a glorious high Throne, 
- © from which neither Men nor Devils ſhall be able 
. to caſt you down. 2. There.you ſhall have glo. 
» ® rious Crowns, royal Diadems, Rey. ii. 16. Be 
LB Zhou faithful unto Death, and 'T will give thee 
. a Crown of Life. A Crown of Life, as after get» 
16 ET bd ns, IEG in 
- © ting your Crown you ſhall die no more, you ſhall 
- © be dead and lifeleſs in Duty no more. This is 
. a Crown of Rzghteonſneſs, as 2 Tim. ive 8. A 
2 © Crown of Righteouſneſs, as it 1s beſtowed only 
s © on the Righteous, as beſtowed only for the ſake 
z © of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs; and as God, the righ-' 
r | teous Judge, evidenceth his Righteouſneſs in gi- 
- þ ving hereof. A Crown of Righteouſneſs, as it will 
r Þ free from all Unrighteouſneſs, never guilty of an 
$ | unrighteous Deed, an unrighteous Word, an un- 
& Þ righteous Thought more through all Eternity, 
d- ® this will be 2 Crown: of unconcezvable Foy. Be- 
liever, you have good Ground to long for the. 
WE Day of Death, for that will be your Coronation 
Wi Day ; here you may be crowned with a Crown 
d of Thorns, meeting with ſharp AMiCions in 
© your Perſon, in your Name, in your Eſtate, and 
of | in your Relations, but a few Moments of your 
al ® Crown of Glory will make you forget them all, 
2 :Cor. 1v.. 17. 3. There you ſhall be clothed 
1G with royal Robes, as, Kings' when come to 
nN-W their Kingdom, Rev. vii. 9. there Fohn, in, Vi- 
1e-W fion, ſees 2 grent Multitude before the Throne, 


he W clorhed 7n long white Robes. Believer, your 
ſeri Clothing: may be very coarſe while here, you 


z *% iS wa 


\ b, \ 
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ney have much ado.to get whole Clothes to you 
and yours 3 but the Robes of Glory will, make . 
Amends, for all thoſe Robes ; being waſhen and. 

' . made white in the red Blood of the Lamb ſhalt 
never be ſully'd, never in the leaſt Nain'd with 
a Spot of Sin, never need Waſhing more while. 
Eternity endureth'; 7hough you have lien among. 
the Pots, then you ſhall be all fair and eternal- 

ly without Spot. 4, Upon your coming to Hea- # 
ven, as Kings when come to their Kingdom, you #® 
_ , hall be be ng with royal Sceptres, or you © 
ſhall-have Palms put in your Hands, as in that 
Caſe cited Rev. vii. 9. Then you ſhall reign as 
| K.ings, having Palms in your Hands, in Token 
of complete Victory, having overcome through. 
| zhe Blood of the Lamb, the Blood of your Cap- 
ith tain, through whom. you ſhall be Conquerors, | 
wi and more than Conquerors. You, may, be. wotft- Þ: 
| 
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ed in particular Rencounters with Soul Enemies, 
your Captain may leave you for your Trial, but. 
you may fing the Triumph before the complete. 

iQtory ; for it is ſecured to you, by Chriſt's 
VifQtory. over, Prencipalitzes and Powers. 5. © 
1108 When you .come to Heaven, Believer, you ſhall 7 
lf Have a royal Palace to dwell in, and that may. 
f comfort you, when tryited with a ſmoky, rainy, 
IR zottering Cottage to lodge or dwell in, ' while in. 
FUR the Wilderneſs which is not your Home. In 

lit your Father's Houſe are royal Manfions, many 
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ff Manſions, John xiv. 2. Then you ſhall enter in- ©. 
[H!) to the King's Palace, to be ever with the Lord, 
Gt!!! beho\ding his Glory, and then no more ſuch a |: 
Wis: Queſt ion as, Saw ye him whom my Soul loveth? © _ 
WI! ' no more ſuch. a Complaint as, 7 go forward, bus 
Ul JT cannot ſee him ; backward, but I cannot per- 


65476 him. No more ſuch* an Expoſtulation as, |} 
bt | g | 1, 6 r a, | 
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= Lord, PTE" brdeft Thou .thy Face? ' Then 
no mote. ſuch a: Suit as, T beſeech thee ſhew me 
'rby' Glory. And, when in the King's Palace 
with him, no more Diftance,. nv more Deſertion 


through” endleſs Koro ti - Bur I proceed LY 
the! Hi 

Fifth Thing propoſed, and that was to Nie, 
what a Kingdom this is, into which, ſuch as for 
Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the' 
'Scribes and Pharzſees, ſhall enter, or to ſhew 
 nohat a Kingdom Heaven 2s. And, . 


\ 1. *Tis the Kingdom of God, fo 'tis often cal- 


led in Scripture, Matrh. vi. 33. Seek ye firſt the 
Kingdom of God, and his Rizhteouſneſs. Heavets 


. and Glory is the Kingdom of God, as 'tis a King- 


_ domof God's preparing, Heaven is a Building of 
© God, the Manfions in it have God for their Ar- 
chite& and Maker, and at the laſt Day, the great 


Day, Chriſt will ſay to the Righteous on his right 


.' Hand, Come, ye bleed of my Father, inherit the 
"Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundations 
of the World. This Kingdom was prepared for 

u, Believer, in the Purpoſe ,of God from the 
Mowing of Eternity. *Tis the Kingdom of God, 


_ as itisa Kingdom of God's giving, LZnke xii. 


32. Fear not, little Flock, at ts your Father's -_ 
good Will to gave you the Kingdom, It is the 

Kingdom of God, as there the adorable Glory 
and Majeſty of the Ged of Gods is manifeſted, 


; In an eminent Manner, in it the Righteous ſhall 


ſee him as he 1s. 


'\ 2. The Kingdom of Heaven ft is the King- 


dom of Chrift, "the Kingdom of.God's dear Son, 


Z and fo it is called Col, i. 13. This Kingdom 
' 1s,the Lord's, the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus; 


his Iv; as it © Harb been packaled. g him, 


:/« C:'2:: "7 *4e 
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it is a purchaſed Poſſeſſiqn, as. Zþh. i. 14. pur- 


chaſed at a coſtly Price, the, Price of Blood, the 
| Blood of God, the Heart's Blood of the Son of 
God. It is the: Kingdony of Chrift, as it is a 
ingdom of his appointing, Luke xxil. 29. 1 
abpornt, or 1 bequeath unto you a” Kingdom, as 
ny Father hath appozhted unto me, that ye may 
* eat and drink at my Table in my Kingdom. He 


hath left this Kingdom . in Legacy to his Bride 


and Spouſe. Again, 'tis his Kingdom, as in the 
Kingdom. of Heaven the Mediator's Glory, the 
Glory of the King of Kings will ſhine forth, 
being beheld with raviſhing Wonder and Admi- 
_ ration, John xvii, 24. Father, T1 will that they 
glſo whom thou haſt gzven me be with me, that 


they may behold my Glory which thou haſt gi= 


Te ME. p 


3. A Kingdom of Kings and Princes, a King- 


dom where all the Inhabitants are Kings unto 


God, and reign as Kings. The Heirs of this 


Kingdom are Princes in Diſguiſe while here in 
a ſtrange Land, and. it doth not yet appear what 
they ſhall be, but when glorious Chriſt, who is 
their Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall they appear 


in Glory with him. | Howeyer mean, as to their. 


Birth or Wealth in this World, the ' Saints of 
God are noble Princes in all the Earth, as Þ/al. 
xlv, 16. they are zhe Lord's Anointed, and be- 


| ing Preczous #n his Sight they are honourable, : 


Ifa. xliti. 4 And would you » know what fort 
pf Princes ' they are, then they are /þzrarnal 
Prences, Kings in a ſpiritual Senſe, they are 
not of this World, John xvii. 14. The World 


hath hated them, ſays our Lord; becanſe they 


are not of this World, even as I am not of thts 
Tarld. Again, they are ſovereign hy 
Es | | \ : aving 


. M Sf _k.._ ai. ard Ad 
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TP PITT Sin, Satan, and the World. 
Hence they are ſaid to reign on Earth, Rev. v. 
1x. Sin hath not Dominion over them, 9207 bezg 
under the Law, but nngder Grace; and though 
the Prince of the Power of the Air, as a love: 
Te1gn Prince doth reign in the Children of Diſo- 
'bedience, yet' Believers overcome through the 
&F Blood of the Lamb. Again, /they are mighty 
E Prnces, cy have Power with God, and fpre- 
U oa, as 'tis ſaid of Facob, that as a Prence he 
# had Power with God and. Men, and had pre- 
t pazled, Gen. xxxii. 28. They wreſtle with God, 
| they hold the Hands of him that is Omnipotent, 
by importunate Prayer. Hence ſays the moſt 
| Mighty to Moſes, Let me alone, Moſes. He ſays, 
| concernang my Sons and my Danghters, Com- 
| mand ye me. Again, they are honourable 
” Princes, as it is ſaid of Fabez, he was more ho- 
F nourable than hes Brethren, 1 Chron. iv. 9. what 
$* was 1t made himTo, but his Religion ? Such asare 
© truly religious, they are great, great 2 the Sight 
© of the Lord, as 'tis ſaid of John the Baptiſt, and 
© that is true Greatneſs. "The Bereans are called 
noble by the Spirit of God, Acts xvii-11- Again, - 
© they are weal:hy Princes, they have all Things 
*#r2chly to enjoy, all Things are theirs, as the A- 
Zpoltle ſays, when drawing up an {zyentory'of 
their Goods, 1 Cor, iii. 21, 22. Things preſent -. 
Zare theirs, and Things to come are theirs, Life -_ 
23s theirs, and Death is theirs 5 yea, once and'/a- + 
Zoain the Apoſtle ſays, , All Things are yours. 
They have rhe true Riches, the wunſearchable - 
ER zches of Chreſt are theirs, all for their Com- 


_ Effort and Uſe, they have a good Title to. all that. 


Bs his. Facob had good Ground to ſay, '1 have 
El Things, Gen, x8xXiii. 11. In our Tranſlation ' 
F-=55:) o_ IN \ 


- 1, dom, rebound with their Amens, Hallelniahs, thi 


©, of o8\ 4 | 

_ It. is, {have enough; but according to the Origi- IN | 
_malitis, I have all. Things.” A ain, they. are MS 
 Pronces of the Blood, if I may uſe. the Expreſſi- di 
on, they have the Blood. royaliof Heaven running I 7 
In their Veins, they. are begotten of God's own lf #4 
Will,, they are born of God, and Partakers of i *4 
 zhe atvine Nature,.. Children of the Prance of *Y 
Princes, as their everlaſting Father is: called S? 
Dan. viii. 25. Let the World diſdain theniQcas Y4? 
. much as they will, they are God's fir ſt-bors. th 
4. Tis a Kingdom of Prieſts, Exod. xix., 5,WY* 

_ 6. there the Lord bids tell 1/Yael, they 


ſhould] 
be unto him a Kingdom of Prieſts, if they would 

_ obey his Vorce, Rev. 1. 5, 6. there we Zod the 
| Heirs of the Kingdom finging Praiſes, ſaying, Us 
t6 him. that loved us, and waſhed ns from 0 
Sins an his own Blood, and hath made ui 
Kings and Prieſts unto God, and his Father, if hi 
him be Glory and Dominion. for ever and evergn9 
Amen. They are all Prieſts to offer the Sacrific 
of Praiſe to the King of Righteouſneſs, and when De ( 
they come to the Kingdom, they will fing above ect 
Breath, they will ſing with, a ſhrill Note 'an® © 

-. high Zla, making the City of the great God) hat 
the new Jeruſalem, the Merropolzs of the King - 
/ 
the Days of their Mourning are all ende® 
_ then thereſhall not be a. miſtuned Soul among is 
the. Inhabitants of that Kingdom. _ Moiſt 
5. A Kingdom of Saints, Amos ix. 8, They 

we read of a ſinful Kingdom, Behold, the Eyd ar 

_ of the Lord God are upon the ſinful Kingdon 
- and he will deſtroy it from, off the Face cf i 
Earth. Sindeſtroys Kingdoms, Cities, Congr 

- gations, Families, and perticulas Perſons, 
oY OM ins 0. $711 
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, 8 Sinner deſtroyer much Good ; but this isx Kings 
_ | dom of Saints, Dar. vii. 18, 22, 27. There we" 
read of the Saints of the moſt High, their tak-* 
"21g the Kingdom, and poefſing the Kingdom. T 
if take not that as meant of the Kingdom of Glo- 
fry 5 yet we may allude unto 1t, and none but © 
'1Saints ſhall enter into this Kingdom, 2w27hour 
' Mare Dogs. Heaven is called the Inherirance of | 
the Saints, Col. 1. 12. Believer, as the Commu- * 
{nion of Saints is an Article of your Creed, and as 
you have all your Delight with them, ſo when' 
148yon come to the Kingdom, you ſhall have inti- | 
1Fmate Communton with all the Saints of God, . 
being as intimate with Abraham, Tſaac and Fa-- bl 
7:$69h, with all the Prophets, all the Apoſtles, all' - MY 


11t d he Martyrs, ' and all the Saints, as ever your 1 
was with any Saint of God in this World ; and. 


 +j{this will. be Communion with none but Saints. 
No ſuch Complaint in the heavenly Kingdom as, / 
6-000 25 me, that 1 dwell gn Meſhech. And it wilt 
cope Communion with the Saints of God made per-_ 
We. If the Communion of real Saints be ſo ſweet 

Wo this Life, where there is much ' in the beſt . 
: od|@&Þat. reſembles Hell, O ! what will Communion 
ino$/1tb them be, when come ro rhe Spirirs of Juſt 
helen made perfett ? and this will be Communion _ 
',, With them, which ſhallnever have an End. Suck” , 
g {Ws are ready to think meanly of the Saints of the 'l 

I oſt High, and to talk contemptuouſly of them, '2 

hel cs, ready to ſay, 2we-are none of your Ek 
Fy 4:nts, di daining, may be, to fet them with tho | 
Jo 983 of their Flock, would give a World, ora 
| oufand- Worlds, with all their Wealth, Plea-. 


re and Glory, to have a'Place among them in 


OV 


Ac: 


tht at Day, when Chriſt will ſay, Gather my 
Mp aints together unio me, thoſe that have made'a 


GCoe-, 


” tk 


 Comennnt with me by Sacr 


Ven mM, ce,-in.that Day. jn 
which he will. come 70 be glorrfied an his Sants, 
ana. to be admired in All that believe. + 

'6. It is a Kingdom of Peace, a peaceable 
Kingdom, R9m. xiv. 17. The Kingdom 0 | Goat 


#s ſaid to be Righteouſneſs, Peace, and. Foy. in 


the holy Ghoſt. As /tis true of the Kingdom of 


Grace, ſoalloof the Kingdom of Glory. Here-in 


} 


-mily, and the Members of the ſame 


this World, Kingdom' is divided againſt King- 
dom, City" agaio City, and Family *gainy Fa- 

| | amily a- 
gainſt one another, How ther ſhall they ſtand ? 2s 


Matth.' $11. 25. And alas, *tis as much ſoamong 


_ each 9ne walking zn his Upreghtneſs, Iſa. lvii. 
' 2. The Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, 
and the Effet of Righteouſneſs, Quietneſs and Aſ> 


us at this Day, asever; but though all are ready 
to lament this, yet few or none will acknowled e 
their having the finful Hand in it, but all are realy 
totalk as differently affeted : However, 'tiscom- 
fortable for the Righteous to think, when they en- 
ter the heavenly Kingdom, they enter znto Peace, | 


furance for ever, la. xxxii. 17. No Jars inthis 
Kingdom, no Difference, no Diviſion, there the 
Inhabitants all ſpeak the-ſame Things, and think 


_ endure. 


wy 


indeed, where all the Inhabitants | are crowned 


' with Glory, appearing with the Lord of Glory 


. the ſame 'Phings, and never one ſhall a&t in Op- 


poſition to another, while the Days of Eternity 


Y 


 "7..A Kzngdom of Glory, 2 glorious Kingdom | 


in his Glory, ſhining as the' Sun that glorious 
Luminary of Heaven for ever. As MHatth. xiii: 
43. when Moſes came down from the: Mount af- 
ter his forty Days Fellowſhip with God, . there 
was ſuch a ſhining Glory in his Countenance, as 

ry 2 > . $4;  , dazzled 


#& 


- mean of ſoyercign Grace upon the Righteous, and 


44, ”Y », 
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"Gazzled the Eyes of all Beholders, and till Moſes 
| .F* a Vail upon his Face, 1ſrael could not be-. 


old him, as you ſee-Erod. xxxiv. from the 28 
Perſe. And, when the Righteous or Believers 


gle Body ſhall be made like unto his glorious 


' Body; Phil. iii. 2r. 
8. *Tis a moſt ercellent Kingdom, tranſcend- + 
ing all the Kingdoms of this World. As I was 
faying, *tis called the Kingdom of God, and it 


may be ſo defigned, to point out its tranſcendent 


are called the Things of God in Scripture, as the 


| come to enjoy immediate Fellowſhip with-glori- | 
_ ..ous Chriſt, they ſhall be like him, their very 


Excellency. As Things of tranſcendent Worth, 


Trees of God, the Cedars of God, the Garden of 


God, the Mountain of God, the Bread of God, 


and Righteouſneſs of God, Ezek, xxix. 15. there 


Kingdom upon Earth, but ſtands in need of 


| ſomething from another Kingdom, but in this 
 Kingiom are all Things richly ro enjoy. 
9. An everlaſting Kingdom, a Kingdom which 


cannot be moved, as Heb. xii. 28. As of Chriſt's 
Kingdom there is no End, ſo neither of the 


| Saints their reigning with him in Glory, Belie- 
, vers are exhorted to comfort one another with 
| the Thoughts of this, that they are to be ever 
E with the Lord, 1 Thef. iv. 17, 18». O ſweetand 
| comfortable Words indeed, ever with the Lord, 

ever in his Preſence, ever in hys Palace, ever with 

him on his Throne, made Pillars in the Temple 


of God, never never - to go out of his Preſence 
more thro:;gh endleſs Eternity. - I 
10. *Tis a Kingdom , of Grace beſtowed, I 


' God threatens to make Egypt the baſeſt of King- 
> Aoms, but this is the choiceit of Kingdoms. No 
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their ,own, RighteouſneG; 
0 Lukexii. 32. Fear n0f, little Flock, ſays Chrift, 7H s 


but the ſovereign Pleaſure of their heavenly Father, 
_ * that they get "the Kingdom. 'The Popiſh DoQrine 
of Merit, whether their Merit of Congruzty or 
of Condignity is unſcriptural, yea, antiſcriptural. 
When the Saints come to Heaven, they caſt therr 
Crowns before the Throne, "Rev. iv. 10. whence 
' 3s this ? do they undervalue them ? no ſurely, but 
they are ſaid to caſt them®before the Throne, to 
' Point out the Senſe they have of their own Un- 
worthineſs to wear them.” But I proceed to the 
Sixth and laſt Thing, namely, the Applica- 
#702 of the Dotirzne, and that in a threefold Uſe, 
to wit, of Information, Examination, and Ex- 
Hortatzon. Now for Informatzon. | 
 T-:Is it fo, that unleſs our Righteouſneſs ex- 
eced the Righteouſneſs of Scribes and Pharzſees, 


then ſurely, :zhey aretn an Error, who ſay, Peo- 
Ple may be ſaved im any Religion, if they live 
£1Þ to the Rules thereof. *Tis good to be « #9 
ble, but this is an Exceſs of Charity :. Such as 
think People may have Salvation in any Reli- 
Sion, have Ground to- fear they are out of the 
Way of Salvation themſelves. The divinely in- 
- Tpired Apoſtle ſays, when ſpeaking of the Name 


of Jeſus, As iv. 12, nezther zs there Salvation 


 #n any other, for there 2s none other Name un- 
der Heaven given among Men, whereby wemnſt 
be ſaved. Such as ſhall talk of a Poflibility of 


- Salvation without Chriſt, have never been ſuit- 
ably affeted with a Senſe of the Love of God, 


World, 


/ in ſending his only begotten gon into the 


s Father's good Wzll to gr9p you the Kingdom. 
from the Ezouz the good Pleaſure, andnothing. 


we cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 


ds y 
Fa oy 


T9 13 Fre Db FP 0 i TR OY Wc 
that whoever believeth on him, ſhould not pe- « 
riſh ; nor with the ara: Love in bringing in. 

everlaſting Righteouſneſs for Juſtification. ., 

2. Hence ye may ſee, that People may 20 
far in the Way to Heaven, the Way to the King- 
dom, and yet never enter znts 2t: So it was with 
the Scribes and Pharzſees. 1. They were freo 
from groſs Outbreakits, which is good, but net 

enough. Some build all their Hope of coming ta - 

| Heaven upon this, as'if Hell were only a Place 

{ for the grolly profane. As you lov your Souls, b&- 
ware of leaning onſuch a broken Reed. Again, 2. 
They were moral, . wronging no Man, and 


-— 


ſo may you be, and yet come ſhort of the King- 


dom ; you may be free from groſs Sins, and ador- 


ned with moral Virtues, and periſh notwithftand- 


ing. Morality runs not parallel with Grace. 
; Men or Women may be very moral, and yet 
# have Hearts full of En 


* Perors excelled ' for Morality, and yet were 
# bloody Perſecutors. Perhaps there was not & 
more moral Man 


R mity againſt Chriſt his 
 ® Ways and People.. Some of, the Heathen Em- 


upon the Face of the Earth, 
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; Ethan the Apoſtle Paul before: his Converfion 5 p 
- Efor rouching the Reghteonſueſs of the Law he 0 
> |Rrwas Llameleſs, as in that forecited PÞ11. iii. Ge p 
- © Tis true he perſecuted: the Church, but rhat was » 
> Tout of blind Zeal, he. thought he was cblzged 76 = 
2 do many Things againſt the Name of Feſus. My 7 
- |E#riends, I am not ſpeaking againſt, nor crying t 
7 Mdown Morality, God forbid, Immoral Sinners b 
f What are unjuſt, that trick, cheat and deceive. [i 
- {Wheir Neighbour, ſhall' never enter into the 
Y ingdom of God. Only as you love your Souls, 
|, [Peware of relying upon 9 Morality, upon your. 
ding a good Neighbour, fair and ſquare in your 
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_ believe Chriſt is precious in his Perſon, thore | P« 
- Preelous than all his Gifts; yea, more "precious i WV 


Dealing, wronging no Man, and the like, 3. You P 
may come the length of going about all religious a 
Duties, performing them right as to the Matter fa 


of them, and yet come ſhort of the Kingdom. NV 


| The Phariſees faſted, they prayed, they heard, | = 


partaked' of the Seals of the Covenant, yea; and A 


' taught others, and yet came ſhort of the King- P, 


dom themſelves. To rely on. your own Diaties, bt 
is to truſt 'in.a Refuge of W 7es, and if you com- b 
paſs your ſelves about with' ſuch Sparks of your S, 
own kindling, you ſhall 1y down i Sorrow, and Þ w 
fin1 they are no-better to ſcreen from the vindi- hi 
Etive Wrath of God, than'a Wall of Gun-pow- #Z $S: 
der would be to defend froma flaming Fire, 1/a; 1. is 
Ti. Yea, you may come a greater Length inReli- F ta 
910n than the Scrihes and Pharzſees did; and yet 3 

come ſhort of the Kingdom, as you may belzeve, 70 
and periſh notwithſtanding. © Simon Magus was | fa 
not only baptized, but alſo beleved, As viii. jy cc 
T3. he had an h:/torzcal Faith, and may be a tem- | at 
Forary. Faith alſo, as he would fain had the |} zs 


_ Faith of Afzracles. I own "Faith is the great |} x: 
Thing which God requires of poor loſt Sinners, | 2/ 


in order to their coming-to the Kingdom. 'To ® b« 


| believe on- the Sexr of God, is 70 work the Works © 1 


of God, John vi. 29. this is more acceptable for, C 


_ Juſtification, than all Works, and without | it nb # to 


Works are accepted of God: : However, every | al 
Faith 18 not of the right Stamp, there is no Grace |}+ et 
but hath its Counterfeit: 5 yet all that receive |# th 
and reſt upon Chriſt, and fim alone for Salvation, | o1 
they ſhall infallibly be ſaved, and: they that þ; 


than the Kingdom, <vhom have Tin Heaven but 8 
Hee ? ſays the Plalmiſt, P/as, Ixxiii, 2'5 ' Again, 'F 
| þ > Wo PE SEES, # Mn x 2 P05 | : 
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People may;come the Length of repenting of Sin, 
and yet never . enter into the | Kingdom..- It 18. 
ſaid of Fudas, he refented, and hanged himſelf,. 
Matth.'xxvii. 3. *Tis true, excefr we repent 
ave ſhall all periſh, Luke xiii. 3. but as there is 
a counteffeit Faith, fo a counterfeit Repentance. 
People may rue. and ſorrow that ever they ſinned, - 
becauſe of the Miſery brought upon themſelves 


F 


by Sin, this may be where there is na godly = 
Sorrow for ' Sin, as it is Sin, diſhonouring God, vl 
wounding the Son of. God, and vexing to the i 
holy Spirit. There may. be a giving up with bl. 


Sin, where there is.not a Hatred of Sin. There 
is much ruing of Sin:1n Hell, tho' no true Repen- 
tance, nor godly Sorrow for it there. 
| 3. 'See hence, that zt #8 no ſuch an eaſy Thing 
zo be ſaved, and come.to the Kingdom, as many . 
fancy. Many more meght fetch Heaven, ſays £x-., | 
- cellentRurherford, if ibey aid not dream 3t wwere'. 
. | at the next Door. Heaven 1s the. Land whzch | 
: = zs afar off, or the Land, of great Diſtance, /a. 
: |» xxXlil. 17»-Strazt 25 the Gate; and narrow 2s. 
, = the Way ewhich leadeth unto Life, and few there 
> & be that find it,.: lays the faithful, Witneſs, 
r = Matth. vii.'13, 14+ Indeed all that accept. of 
r. Chriſt, who is the Way, .and. the only Way un- 
2 © to the Father, ail that flee to his Righteouſneſs, 
. 2: enrich their own Souls, as they ſhall: enter into. _ 
e |} the Kingdom, and have the Crown. of Righte- 
, © onſneſs, ſo they find .that his Yoke zs eaſy, and 
t | bes Burden light; they can tell, from their Ex- 
e | perience, that hzs Commands are not greewens. 
s 8 Wiſdom ts juſtified of all. her Children. And 
7 | were many but at. as much. Pains, yea, half as 
;, WM. much Pains, to work, out. the important Work ae: 
2's - their -. 


| all the paceive him as God's unſpeakable Gift to. T 
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_ whey 


might allure their 
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_ their own Salvation, as they are to ruine. their 


Souls, while they labour 21 the very Fire, while 


ole Nights merely to have a ſen- 


 ſual Luft Are 5 I fay, were they at any ſuch 
Pains in the Work of their own Salvation, they 
Souls of Entrance into the 


RS. Wa 
4. See hence, that the Number of ſuch as 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom will be compara- 
zively ſmall; for, alas! the Generality come far 
ſhort of the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees; inſtead of exceeding them, alas ! the 
Generality, 'tis to be: teared, remain as ignorant 


of the Righteouſneſs of God as they were, refu- 


ſing to ſubmit unto it, they are thin ſown that 
offer holy Violence to the Kingdom of Heaven, 


few preſs into it. Indeed the Number of the 


Heirs of Glory, the Number of the Saved of the 
Lord, the Number of ſuch as ſhall enter into 


TH end pofſels the Kingdom, is a goodly Number, a 
 waſt Number, and ſuch a 1/ulrz7ude as cannot be .. 
 mumbred, Rev. vii. 9. Afier thas IT beheld, and | 


lo, a great Multitude, which no Man could num- 
ber. As the Lord our Righteouſneſs came.to 
groe his Life a Ranſem for many, ſo all the 
Ranſomed of the Lord ſhall undoubtedly inhe= 


_rit Glory, and they will be an heartfom Com- 


pany when' gathered together at the laſt Day, 


when the Lord will ſay, Gazher my Saints to> 
- gether unto me, when God makes up his Fewwels, 
- they will be a numberleſs Company, Rey. v. 11. 


We read of Ten thouſand Times Ten thouſand, 


and Thonſands of T houſands before God's Throne, 
However, tho' the Number of ſuch is vaſtly 
Wy "2 77 ( | EY 


_ great, 


, 


weary themſelves to commit Iniquity, while 
they can ride and travel in the darkeſt Nights, 
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great, confidered eb/olutely,' yet the Number of. 
uch'as ſhall enter and poſſeſs the Kingdom 18 
ſmall,confidered comparatively. Hence,fays Chriſt, . 
Luke xii. 32. Fear not, little Flock, or little 
. lattle Flock, as the. Words may be rendred, 27 &s - 
your Father's good W:ll to give youthe Kingdom. 
5. See hence, there zs lattle Groung to fear 
our beang righteous over-much. Indeed, Ecol. 
Vii- 16. Solomon ſays, be not over-much righte* 
64s, but* thereby he means. not we can do more, 
| than is required, or be more righteous than the. 
righteous Law of God requireth of us, no ſurely; 
for as long as we Ks bi righteous Law our 
Rule, we cannot. be over-much righteous. Such 
as are ſuperſtitious, given to Will-worſhip, and 
' in Love with human Inventions in the Worſhip 
of God, they are over-much righteous ; but fo 
long as the Law is eyed for the Rule there can- 
[not be Exceſs. As we are not to be wiſe above nf 
{ what is written, ſo we are not to be religious be- i BK 
| yond'what is required. Some are ready to call | 
every Thing by this Name which looks like Zeal 
for God, . or is beyond their own Attainments. 
= 6. Hence we may ſee, that ſuch as are 
* 720t concerned to be zntereſied tn Chreſt's Righ- 
2 teonſneſs, and ſuch as are not Students of . 
= 2nzverſal Goſpel Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, 
= reſpeFting both the firſt and ſecond. Tables 
of God's Law, they ſhall periſh; they can- 
not enter into the heavenly Kingdom. And 
Sſuch as enter/ not into the Kingdom, you know 
where they ſhall take up their Lodging through - 
all Eterniry, and that's zz rhe Lake which 
Wrurneth with unquenchable Fire. If the Righ: 
eous be ſcarcely ſaved, where ſhall the Sanner 
114 Ungodly appear? 1 Pet, iv, 18, Alas! 
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- upon the Sabbarh Day. 


the Hope ſet before them, in t 
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bates ? 
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many have no more .religious Righteouſneſs than 
brute Beaſts, if it be not to come to the Church 
O that the Father 'of 
Mercies would open their Eyes, and ſhew them 
their Danger, ſo as they may flee ſpeedily to 

e glorious Goſpel 
of his Grace. CREATES On 
-  9,, Hence we may infer, zz 25 Wiſdom and In- 
tereſt, as well as Duty, to entertain a holy Fea- 


» lonſy over ourſelves, leſt we bleſs our Souls in a 
Thing of Nonght, left we come ſhort of that 


Righteouſneſs which all muſt have, as ever = 


would enter into the Kingdom. We ſhould a 


beware, leſt we be like thoſe mentioned Lnke 
xVi11.'g. who truſted zn themſelves that they 
avere reghteons. Alas! many deceive. their own 
Souls. But this leads me to the _ 

Second Uſe of the Doftrine, which is of Tr:al 
or Examznation, and that which'I would have 
you all to try is this, namely, 2whe:her ' your 
Rao bnanfihert avortds the Righteouſneſs of Scrabes 


and Phariſees; and exceed them: fo, as you have 


ſolid Ground to hope and be afſured' you, ſhall 
enter into the Kingdom, and reign. in Glory, 
wearing the Crown of Righteoulneſs for ever 


- and ever. "Ot 


And to excite you to this many Motizes 


might be adduced, as, confider this is the Lord's 


expreſs Command, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Examine your 
felves whether ye be mn the Faith, prove your 
o7vn ſelves, know you not your own ſelves, hew 
that Feſus Chriſt ts zn you, except ye be Repro- 

There the Exhortation to try, is 
doubled, which ſays, this is a neceſſary and im- 


, Portant Vuty. 'The Thing to be tried was, Firſt, 
whether they were in the Faith, and conſequent- 
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I kat intereſted' in that.” Righteshſn fs 
which is by Faith ; and alſo they were to try 
now chat ofos Cheiit was i: them, in them 
by > "Spirit of Righteouſnels' and Holineſs, ex- 
ekhig 'to ' Rudy univerſal. Righteouſneſs in an ac- 
peg Way." Kiow ye not that Jeſus Chriſt is 
in yott, except ye be Reprobates, or diſapproven 
of God, and 'in as dangerous a State as Repro- 
bates are? Confider' Ito, for your Excitement {| 
" || to this, that 'tis your Go Is Intereſt to. try. Ma-  #© 
i ny deceive their own. Souls, going down to the F 
' | Pitwith a Lie in their” right Hand, truſting in þ. 
themſelves that they"are righteous, while there $ 
4 
1 


is no ſuch' Thing ,a5 in that forecited -Zuke xviii. [ 
9." Confider.allo, that Afurance, and that a |} 
full Aﬀurance, and not'a bare'conjeural Know- 
ledge 'of this is attainable, and that without an 
{ immediate Revelation from Heaven, Heb. xi. 4. 
© | There it is ſaid of righteous Abel, that as by 
rf Faith be offered unto God a" more excellent $a- 
©) crifice than Cain, ſo thereby he obtazned Wit 
cl neſs that he was righteous, Ged teftafying of his \/ 
Il'B Gifts: - So' in the Caſe of the A Me Pant, . ih 
"WM & Tam. iv. 8. 1 have fought a good Fight, Thave 8 
rl finsſb' amy Courſe, T have kepr the Faith, hence- 4 
forth zs* aid up for me a Crown of Reghteouſ- 
"i 26/5, which the Lord the righteous ! ce BY 
5 give wnto me at that Day. Phil. 1. 21. For me 
a ki live is Chriſt, and to die is Gain. 
i But for poſitive Marks to try this. - And, r. 
7 I'would have you to try if you exceed the Righ- 4 
9-F teouſneſs of Scribes , and Phariſees, in re- 
13 ſpe&- of imputed Righteouſneſs, try if you be 
1-WF intereſted in the Righteouſneſs of ONT. Chrift ; 
t, "he Tom: * And, 
t- -4W- Sol C00 x; tt* 
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x Is I intereſted iChat e's, 1.1 
xy TAC oh 


ra, 4 
md Un ear fo XP. | 
alſo,' your. own Righteouſneſs. coul 
tor - Jy ori, nor. for SbtginayG:: bas 
. of Rightcou Try.;f Tg Ks 
Righteouſneſs to be but.as Rags, fil 
Which could, not, adorn 


Have. you been made to cenfe 
| urch,, Ja: lov. /Ga;, Tak AYE. all, CAR 
tt LIRhs d'all our "Righteonſuqſts,are 
as filthy Rags... 'Ty,if Ls is Fd ſhus up. to 
the Faith, 1h t up to.that. Rizbteonfneſs, which 
x by Fai þ. I. {2 you Fes ut P thatDz: 
— t you ved, either to/ nave 
hbedar oe TH everlaſting Right Kee at 'of 
Fg whoſe Name .The. 5 Foo our Righizouſ} 
2eſ5, or wn wade 
of the Lord diſcoyere 
ouſneſs and. Sin . of your maſk r1ghtoous, Pertorm- 
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\ but the Raghteouſneſs of God « yorlaldg ur Turn. 
Was, you ever: humbled .under a ds 28 
own, Sin 


and Unrigh teouſneſs;? I own,,all 


before. they-came to Chrift, who is py > Lord our 
 R2ghteouſneſs; no, all are not alike here, either 
as to Degree . or 'Duration, | .on. ſome Goda hath 
 Compaſſwn, making a Difference, Jude 22. ; Nor 
dare L limit Soyereignty,, as,.1 if Go 
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his everlaſting, Righteouſneſs, without a Law 
work ; yet this is God's ordinary Method. in. con- 


= - 
: : » 
- _—— 
. : 23 
— bk Si 443, 
- a ; 
SS ; _- 
CES == 
_ __— 


f belicys with the Heart unto ns m—— _— 
| ; Chi riſt 


© th. Oh 
* £5 rang 
Ld 9 waar Wer 4 
= * 
= 


: ;not - 
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Fo Try if ever the Spirit 
unto. you. the Unripghte: 


ANCES, diſcovering teyou, that no Righteouſneſs 


bf. Jape 
. not alike Meaſure of what is call ivy nylon 


d could: Nor. 
bring a Soul to. accept of Chriſt, qe? ſubmit; to- 


| verting the Sbul, and determining the Sinner to 


Cliriſt 5s deflgatiny be-10h Voor th&poar Sintier = 
ſeeks 'to for, Relitf "Phe awakened Sinner is = 
like'the * Woman, with the "bloody The, that' 
{peht all dion other hyſictans,” be xe ſhe came - 
to the by cian of Valt (021 0 DUE, "be 
2, Tf'of thar bl&fMF@' Nuthber Who! exceed the 
Seribes and Phariſees in : reſpe& of imputed 
Righteouſheſs, ens bon Inteteſt in the Righ- * 
reouſneſs'of Chriſt, 7ht fy ve ery "Soul exulrs, 
 and'is glad to hear" of a:Righirouſneſs which is & 
| Lamw-biding, Fuſtice'[arssfying, and God-plea- = 
ſing; glad to hear of Juſtification; Acceptation, 
Salvation, Entrance into the Kingdom' of Hea- 
ven, and Glorification by the Medrdtor's imputed 
_ | Righteouſneſs. The DoQrine of Juſtification and 
| Glorification.by the. RogPredatnaſh of God, the 
| Righteouſneſs of Damauel, the Righteouſneſs of 
FE the'blefſed Surety, is a DoQtine' which never 
ids ſtale with you. Such as are intereſted in 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, are like thoſe Ger- H 
Þ zztes ſpoken of A4F&s xiii. 42. who, when they fi 
, | Hheand of Pardon of Sin, and Juſtification through ef 
 - him that's zhe Lord our Righteouſneſs, defired, fi 
. 8 chat thoſe Words might be preached to them the. ' 
| 7exr Sabbath. The Unbeliever, if he have any 
| Senſe of Sin, or any Thing like a Concerni upon 
his Spirit anent the Salvation of his Soul, then 
he is all for the Doftrine of Dong, being rea- 
dy to lay, What ſhall T do to be ſaved? what 
ſhall I do rhat I may work rhe Works of God? | 
what good Thing ſhall T do that I may inherit | 
eternal, Life? But the Believer, the : Child of 
God, the Heir of the Kingdom, that hath fled f 
to Chriſt, deſires, with rhe Apoltle, to be found | | 
zn him, not having his own Righteouſneſs which 
#5 of the Law, or by doing the. Works of the q 
| X IT ONT E 2 4 4+ Laws : 


- 
L 


Law 3. but hen defies to; be;found_ of .God, clo+ 
hed with that 1 Eonenls which is, by Faith, 
the Righteouſneſs which is. of God by Faith, as 
in the Caſe. of. the. Apoſtle, Þ#2l. 11i. 9... .Ro- 


” 


maniſts, and other Enerazes.of the Dodtine. of 


free Juſtification by the Mediator's - Righteouſ- 
_ Fn are ready. to lay, that this Doctrine is. plea- 
| ſant to all carnal erl ns, bec pj 

"be troubled, about their own Righteou 


becauſe Gas need not 
abou Ow nels ; but, 
as Mr, Burgeſs ſays (4), The. Way of Fuſtifica- 
tion by Faith and imputed; Righteouſneſs, is 
moſt. contrary, . and altogether contraty ro Fleſh 


and Blood: And he gives a Reaſon why it is 
ſo, namely, hecarſe 2t dreverh a Man znto a 


Self-juage ng, 4 Self-abhorrency, a Self-renunci - 


 atzon, and maketh Chriſt to be all an all, - And 


adds he, by Pharifaical ang. Popiſh Doftrmes, 


we ſee, that it. 2s, more, pleaſing ro Fleſh and 
Blood to ſet upon ſome extraordinary Works, and. 
- 70 make them the Matter of our 


| zghteouſneſs 
before God. And indeed, till the Lord come by 
2 Day of Power, and | make: the Soul willing, it 
never ſubmits to the Rzghreouſneſs of God. os. 
try by this, ask your. own Soul, how the 
Dodrine of free Juſtification through a, Surety's 


imputed Righteouſneſs, reliſheth withiyou ; is 
It ſweet, and aCtually affeting to your Soul? It 


is-one 'Thing to learn and know this DoEtrine by 


Catechizing, reading Books, and hearing Ser- 
- *mons, and another 'Thing to feel the Power and 
| Sweetneſs of it upon the Heart and Soul. Burt, 


'3. If you exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 


Scribes and Phariſees, having'an Intereſt in the 
imputed Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt the Righ-_ 
teous, ther: the Law of God #5 in your Heart, 


| (@ Second Part, Page 395, On 7uftification, ; 
: | 


—— 


, not 


a 11s} 7 Fry, are. you 8 Stu ent NUN: | 
5, -p bats hats eb Holineſs.in your | 
Walk, Rev. x1x..8., there the Righteaflngſs. of 

Chriſt, is, called ;he Righteonſueſs of Saints, and 
zo her was granted that . ſhe ſhould be arayed in 
fine Linen, clean and white z, for the. fine Linen 
zs the Righteouſueſs of Saints. | Chriſt's: Righte- 
ouſneſs is: the-Righteouſneſs of Saints, not as. if 
People - were: Saints, before the, bringing near, 
or. Imputation of this Righteouſneſs, no, ;for, 
| Sanfification follows upon. JuRification ; 'but 
tis. .the , Righteouſneſs of Saints, becauſe all 
that are - intereſted; -therein,,, they , are. Saints. 
As from the _ Moment the: Sinner believeth 
with . the, Heart unto | Righteouſneſs, | he is 
juſtified. by . imputed. Riightequloeſs, fo the . 
Man or, Woman from. that Moment, turns'ſeri- 
ous in the Study of Righteoyſnels, Sanfity and 
| Holineſs, and that both of Heart and-Life, being 
_ concerned to refpe&. all God's Commandments, 
reſpeCting both the Tables. of the royal, righte- 
ous and. holy, Law of God, as.in the Caſe of Da- 
v7d, Pſal.. cxix.. 6. then ſhall Inor be aſbamed, 

when 1 reſpect. all chy Commanainents. Fvery 
believing Soul is an Unzverſaliſt, not as if hs 
were: folllhe Doctrine of univerſal Redemption, 
' no, but. as he 1s for 192290e7r{al- Obedzence, and he 
| elteems God's, Law and all his Precepts | to. be 
| reght concerneng all Things, 'and he hates eve- 
ry falſe and wicked Way, as in the 128 Verſe of 
that P/alm. Try by this, if you allow your ſelf in 
the Negle& ofany Duty commanded in the roval 
Law, or,in the PraQtice of any forbidden Sin. I. 


know of no more Ground thou haſt to dream» 


of having as yet an Intereſt in the. Righteouſneſs - 
of Chriſt, than an infernal Ficad. Try, % you 


"> 


G. 
S 


4 


feoi'all God's Precepts corcehndag all Things 
tobe fight? Ack if there be any Thing writteh in 
2 Ne PBiVte, any Duty commanded" you with ' bad 


. had never. been diſcharged;if fo then, as yet you 
= "have neither Part nor Lot in this Marter, or in 
the Righteouſheſs ' of Chriſt, and your Spot is 
not 'the Koo of God's Children. *Tis impoſſible 
a Sinner can enter in.at the trait Gate'vf Glory, 
with a regarded Tait in his Company. I'own 
there is Sin, mickle'Sin inthe beſt of all the 


. againſt them 3 but 'then''Sin, is the Evil they 
evorild nor, tis what they allow no?, *tis what 
their Souls. hate, and fill they confent unto the 
Law, that it is good, good” if a Man' uſe it law- 
lownwards from ther, Verſe. OO 
_ But, 4. If fo, then be your never ſo much inthe 
Study of Righreouſurſs aud Holineſs, yet you place 
e207. your Hope of entring into, and gnheriting 


20 Conft- 
_ dence 


never been enjoyned, any Sin forbidden you wiſh 


Lord's. People, and many Times Iniquity prevails 


ly, as in the Caſe of the” ApoRtls, Rom. vii. 


ha 


Ss "=. = tn. +? Bed 


jy 


3% 


din ane; Flo, Thong he .and othes Sala 


worſhip God with their Souls and Spirits, aotcot- 
renting. emfelves, with bodily Exerciſc.z., yet 
their: Hope and. Rejoycing. - was not 1n that, no, 
but ſolely. Cend only. in. Chrift Jeſus, in, bis-com- 

plete an everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and: | whate- 
9 elſe: a Sinner's Hope is, fouuded:upon, it will 
be as 4 Stzder' s Web, at, will gee up, the Ghoſt, 


votiop Gvd wi Hearts, - and were .concerng ro 


.and leave; him.in the How in 'the' hinder Bud, 


The, Beligver;through. the . Spirit, 2vazcs for the 
Hope of . Reghteouſineſs. by Faith, as Gal. y. 5. 
To wait for tk Hope of Righteouſneſs, is to wait 
for, Heaven, , the, Kingdom of Heaven, which . is 


the 'Thing hoped for, and this only upon. the, | 


Account of the Surety's Righteouſneſs, which is 
laid bold upon.by Faith. Our own perſonal. Righ+» 
ceouſneſs can never entitle to. this Privilege, this 
glorious Kingdom. The Payment of a juit. Debt 
can never purchaſe an Inheritance, the meaneſt 
Heritage, let be a Crown or Kingdom. And ſo 


much, for Marks to. try, whether intereſted i in a the 
Im uted Righteouſneſs 'of Chritt, or not. | 


ut now,j:2..1 would have'you ro try, whether 
yo ur inherent Rzghreonſneſs exceeds the Righ-+ 


| reouſueſs of the Scribes aud Phariſees« What E 
| ſaid upon the. fecond and. third general Heads, 
- ma) wp improven for Trial. in this Matter, _ 


-I-. You would ask your own Souls, as. .in 


| the Sehe of God, wherher you content. your 
ſelves with bogily. Worſhih only, . or, whether. 
yu be concerned to have Hearts and. Souls ens 
eaged in Approaches :6 . him. Alas, 'tis |to. be 


ared, many. think *tis enough, if they come to 
God's, Ordinances, and be. preſent with their Bo- 
Koa heaging with the external Kar, hexcjog the 
oice 
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Poles of Man, though 2hey toger Pear ir" Feb 


And"is to'be feared, many take the 'bate faying 
Priyers, or' repeting Words,” as a Patrot'may be 
taught to' do, for dcceptable Prayer unto God,” 
thongh' they never knew what it 18," #0 Porir 017 
their "Hearts before the Lord: And if they ing 
with the Voice; they are ready to think that's 'e- 


- nough; though they know'not what' it is '76 make 


Melody #n rhe' Heart unto the Lord." But mind, 
my Friends, though we are to glorify 'God with 
our: Bodies, Yet bare bodily Exerciſe profiteth 


little, as 1 Tem, iv. $. 


2: 'You may try your Obedience to the. righ- 


teous Law, or you may try your inherent Righte- 


ouſneſs, and Holineſs, by the Principles you att 


from wm the Dutztes of Righteouſneſs, and Study 


of Holineſs. Can you ſay with the' Apoſtle, z' 


Cor. v. 13, 14+ whether we be beſides our ſelves, 


zt 2s toGod — For theLove of Chriſt conftraineth 
us, becaufe we thus judge, that if one died for 
gall, then were all dead. Beſides our ſelves! what, 


was the Apoſtle, and other Servants of Chriſt in: 
| his Day mad Men? were they out of their right 


Wits?no; but. the World was ready to call them 


frantick, fooliſh,” and befides themſelves. Well, - 


fays the Apoſtle, let the World think of us what 


ma will, zf we be beſides our ſelves, "tis for 


God, *tis for his Glory ; and *tis from a Senſe of 


the Surety's dying Love, we are conſtrained to 


ſuch Duties, as we ſee are againſt our ſecular In- 
tereſt, Duties, for the Diſcharge of which the 
World reckons us befides our ſelves. Again, 
try if ' you be ated from a Principle of filtal 
Fear zn what you do, or ſee, whether it be not 


enly for frargt Hell, and vinditive Wiath, that 


you 


eo ob CS oe bio Fa 


{ 4, Pp RNS; 
you do Righteouſneſs. Such Service as the Galley 


| -Slave does, which is merely or mainly for fear 
of Stripes, 18s not acceptable to the Lord, who 


loves a cheerful Giver. | 

' 3. You world try the Manner of doing Righ- 
teouſneſs. Are your Duties and Afts of Righteoul- 
neſs done in a believing Manner ? arethey done 
in a reverend Manner? are they done in a hum- 


ble Manner, and the like ? 


|. 4. You may try this, by zhe End propoſed tn 


dozng Righteouſnefs. Is the Glory of God, and 
the Mediator's Praiſe your great End ? can you 
fay, you aim at the Glory of God as your End, 


in eating, drinking, or whatever elſe you do, whe- 


ther in zatural, cal, or relzgtons Attions? as | 
I Cor. x. 31+ Canyou fay with the Apoſtle, for 


you to [zve zs Chrift ? Phil. i. 21. Are you con- 
cerned to have him magnified? or is curſed Self 
the great Dzana you adore ? is Self your Aim 
and End ? I own, the beſt of Saints may find In- 
clinations in them to ſeek themſelves. 'Fhere is 
g partial Hypocriſy in the ſoundeſt-hearted Saint, 
but that is his Burden, he deſires to be nothing, 
that Chriſt may be all, he is content to be abaſ- 
ed, that Chriit may be exalted. This 1s often his 
Suit, 'that the Lord may form ' him for himſelf, 
and fit for ſhewing forth his Praiſe : And, poor 
Body, 1t Self be your Burden, you are anhoneſt - 


| hearted Soul ; if you can ſay with holy Ruther 


ford, O that T1 were free of that Idol, that they 
call my ſelf, and that Chriſt were for my ſelf, 
ana my ſelf 2 decourted Cypher, and a denied 
foreſworn Thing. 


mk You woulse .try, zf you look only 7 Chriſt 


 #he Mediator, ang his Righteouſneſs, for Accep- 


Fgree of your ts * of Raghteouſneſs, Try, 
TY ». | þ 
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Dat 42 ) 6 | 
if denied to your own Righteouſneſs, ' when you 
: have done all you can: do, you! ſee, and acknow- 
ledge you are unprofitable Servants, Znke: xvii. 

10. Do you ſeek to have all vour Performances 
perfumed with'the Mediator's nfuch Incenſe, if 
ſo, you may be | aſſured for Righteouſneſs-you 
exceed the Righteouſneſs of Scribes and Pharz- 
ſees, and that your' Spot is the Spot of God's 
Children, and that for the ſake of the Surety's 
Obedience, and complete Righteouſneſs, you ſhall 
'entcr into, and: eternally poſſeſs the Kingdom. 
But I proceed to the © 1 AB ef x 
Third Uſe of the Doftrine, which is of Exhor- 
| tation 3 and my firſt Exhortation to all and each 
of you, in the Bowels of Chriſt, is 70 ſtudy. 70 ex- 
eced the Scribes and Pharilees 2n reſpeft of am- 
Puted Righteouſneſs. O, as you! love your Souls, 
be concerned ſpeedily to betake your ſelves to | 
bim, whoſe Name is the Lord our Righteouſneſs, 1 
| be concerned tobE& found in him, who is the End | 

of the T.aw- for Righteouſneſs. O, as ever yow Þ 
would inherit the Kingdom, believe with your | 
 Hearts-unto Righteouſneſs. And for Excitement 
to this, I ſhall adduce a few Motives, and O, that Þ 
the Lord may glorify his Grace in blefling thew. | 
T know, all Motives to this Purpoſe, though prei- | 
ſed with the Rhetorick of Angels, are. to, no | 


Purpoſe, without the divine Bleffing ; yet 'tis in F 


the uſe of Means. the Lord is pleafed to work, 
and therefore I ſhall adduce a few. As, 5 
1. Conſider, tall once zntereſted in Chriſt's 

Righteouſneſs, all your Atts of Righteonfaeſ are 
an Abomination, as Prov. xxi. .27. 7 he Sacrefice 
of the Wicked is an Abominatzon to thei Lord, 
how much more when he bringeth #t with a wic- 
| ked Mind? Though the Chrittleſs Sinner ſhould 


net 


he 


TIO Þ ., \ RY 
not- bring his Sacrifice with-a wicked Mind, as 


Abſalom did when he went to Hebron, under Pre- 


to.the Lord, till his Perſon be accepted through 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and till Chri(t's .Righte- 
ouſneſs be brought near by Impatation. 'T here 
isno Acceſs to, nor Acceptance with God for 
a Sinner under the new Covenant, there is no 
Acceptance of the Perſon, for the Work's fake. 
Beaflured, though you ſhould read never fo much, 
pray never ſo much; weep never ſo much, though 
- Þ it ſhould be with Tears of Blood, and go to @ 
1 | thouſand Communion Tables, your Performances 
- þ are all rejeted of God, unleſs you be intereſted 
- | in Chriſt the Days-man, his Righteouſneſs. 


punk 3 VI JJ os Pr, we © 


6 v 


0 : though accompanicd with many Imperfetions, 
, b zhey ſhall be graczouſly accepted, af once your 
4Þ Perſons be accefted, as they ſhall be, upon your 
» | belzeuung with the Heart unto Rzghtequſneſi, 


by Faith, Song v. 1. { am come znto my Gar- 


ny-comb wwirh my Hony. Tho' there ſhould be a- 
bundance of Wax mixed with the Hony of your 
FP Performances, thou ſhalt find Acceptance through. 
F the Beloved, and the Lord will ſmell a foes 
} Savour, as when Noah ſacrificed, Gen. viii. 2! 
” It ſhall not be ſlo munch Gift, as Giver, not ſo 
Offering, as Offerer, if there be firſt a willing 
Mind, 1t ſhall be accepted, according to that 4 
Man hath, or according as the Lord gives, and 
tis of his own his People offers to him. | 
3. Confider, O Chrittleſs Sinner, how, zyftead 
gf eurring znio the Kingdom, the Wrath of God 
FL. hat 


tence of paying an old Vow, but be morally ſin- - 
cerc, yet his Sacrifice, 'tis {till an Abomination 


. 2:>Conſider, that all your Performances, 


or being intereſted in Chrift, and his Obedience. 
den,imy Siſter, any Spouſe, I have eaten my Hor, 


\ 


FT CET 
ſhall ' be revealed from 'Heaven againſt, and | 
anflift:d upon you for. your Unrighteouſneſs, un- d 
leſs by Faith you run under the Covert of Chriſt's mu 
Rzghteonſuneſs and Blood. As Rom. 1. 17, 18. Si 
| In the Goſpel ſays the Apoſtle, the Righteouſ- di 
neſs of God #s revealed from Faith to Faith 5 th 
but where this Righteouſneſs is ſlighted, the V 
Wrath of a thrice righteous, and infinitely righ- | A 
teous God will be revealed from Heaven againſt p 
that unrighteous and ungodly Soul. 2 Thef. 11, | 
-12, \'There *'tis ſaid, zhey ſhall all be damned, | a 


evho believe not the Truth, to wit, the Truth of th 
the Goſpel, but, inſtead of that, have Pleaſurezn | ſh 
 Unreghteouſaeſs, and as all Sin is Unrighteouſ- ri 
neſs, ſo our own Righteouſneſs is. Unrighteouſ- | V 
neſs. You that ſlight Chriſt, you that believe D 
not with the Heart unto Righteouſneſs, you that | 
will not accept and receive Chriſt, ſubmitting by | tt 
Faith unto his Righteouſneſs, may read your | ai 


Doom, Fohe iii. 36. He that believeth on the F h 
Son hath everlaſizng T.ife, O good News, bus Þ c: 
he that belieyeth not. the Son, [cal not ſee Life, | e: 
but the Wrath of God abzdeth on him, and that || 7/ 
not for Days, Months or Years, no, but for all |! 
the Ages of Eternity. - L T 
4. Conſider, zf you believe with the Heart un- || 1 
70 Righteouſneſs, then you ſhall ſhine forth as I 'T 
the Sun tn the heavenly Kingdom of your Fa- | 1 


rher, for ever and ever, as Matth. xiil. 43. then | tl 
ſhall the Righteous ſhine forth. "The Righ- | C 
teous are more excellent than their Nerghbour, i 2/ 
even in this Litez but 1t doth not yet appear | 7 


what they ſhall be, but when they come to the M 9 
Kingdom, then they {hall ſhine, and ſhine forth ; Ju 


but of this formerly, | 


| | $ 45 ) ; bo bf 
5. For your BD I. to flee, and that ſpee- 
dily, to Chriſt for 9.” many conſider, that 
now 25s the accefpted Time. O, as you love your 
Souls, as you would not come ſhort of the King- 
dom, without a Moment's Delay run to him 
that's rhe. End of the Law for Reghteonſueſs. 
When God ſays To Day, beware of ſaying-To 
Morrow, left it fare with you as it did with a 
prone | Sinner, who being often warned of his 
anger, by going on in a Courſe of Sin, uſed to 
anſwer, T here is no Fear, if I get but two or 
three good Words at Death, God wall ſurely 
ſhew Mercy. This Man's Horſe ftumbling when 
riding alongſt a Bridge, his two or three laſt 
' Words were, Horſe, and Man, and all to the De- 
vl, Or,, delaying Sinners would beware, lelt it 
| ſhould fare with them as with another Sinner of 
| the ſame Stamp, who being alſo told of his Sin 
| and Danger, uſed to ſay, There was 19 Fear, 1 
' have a merceful God to do with; but when he 
! came to die, God awakened the Man's Conſci- 
/ ence, and then he was made to cry out, 7 hat 
* tho' he thought he had Prepared a Plaiſter, 
! yer now he found i#t would .not ſtick. For as 
” faſt as he laid it on, Conſcience rubbed it off, 
| The general Mercy of God will not do your 
' Turn, a righteous and juſt God he cannot ſhew 
Mercy out of Chriſt, the Mercy promiſed to 
> the Fathers, he hath determined never to do it. 
= God ſer forth Chriſt to be a Profutiation 
* through Faith #n his Blood, to declare his Ragh- 
teonſueſs, that he might be juſt, and the Fuſtzfier 
s of him that believeth an TFecſrts. God cannot 
Juſtify nor pardon the Soul that doth not believe 
in Jeſus, nor could any of apoſtate Adam's Race 
| been pardoned and come to the Kingdom, had 
, ; | | | ".-.." OF. 
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not the Son of God been fet' forth to 'be a pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice: It 1s a Soul-ruining Delufion 
to dream of Mercy out of Chrift. » Conſider alfo 
the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of your Time, 
you cannot tell what one fingle Day ſhall bring 
to pals. As the Lord liveth there is but a Step 
between you and Death, and if out of Chriſt, 
there 1s but a Step between you and the ſecond 
Death. Believe | this, zz zs a fearful T hing to 
fall into. the Hands of a living God. © © 


, . 


6. And laftly, Conſider bow. 2v:!122g the Lord 


$s to bring hs everlaſting Righteouſneſs near 


41:70 you, near unto you, Man, near unto you, Wo- 
man; how willing he 1s to. intereſt you therein, 
and through it to give you the Kingdom. In 
the glorious Goſpel the Word of Faith which we 
preach unto you, this Righteouſneſs it 1s bronght 
near unto all that hear it, near'in reſpe& of Offer ; 
and be aſſured, the moſt unrighteous Sinner hear- 
Ing me this Day, hath no Ground to ſay there 
is no Hope in my Caſe, I have loved Unrighte- 


_ ouſneſs and Sin, and after it I will go; no no, I 


proclaim the Lord's Willingneſs to: you, he al- 


 Jows his Servants to tell you he 1s willing, he 


commands his Servants to tell you he is willing, 


yea, wo tous if we preach not the Goſpel unto 
you ; and what 1s it to preach the Goſpel, but 


3n his Name to tell Sinners, the chief of Sin- 
ners, that the Lord our Righteouſneſs is willing 
to bring bis Righteouſneſs near to all, and will 
aCtually bring it near, by Imputation, to all that 
hearken to his Voice in the glorious Goſpel of 


His Grace. Ard would you have a Proof of 


Chrift's Willingneſs 'to receive you into his Fa- 
vour, making over, bringing near, or '1mputing 
his-Righteoulneſs unto you? then this'is evident, 
"4 = 1. From 


». 


N : ng 
a» %:- 


3. From his cheerful ' undertaking to. fulfil all 
Righttronſneſ5,.. #w the Room of 'unreghtegus 
 gnlty Sinners. No ſooner was it propoſed. in 
the 'eternal Council of Peace that he ſhould 
come, than, as one in a Tranſport of Joy, he ſaid, 
as it is ſat. xl. 5, 8, og. Lo I come, :2n the Vo- 

tume of thy Book #t 7s woratten of me, T delight l 

t0 do thy Wil, O.my God, yea, thy Law 2s with- q 

#2 my Hearn, I have. preacher Righteouſneſs: an 

the great Congregation. - Again, 2. His Wil-. | 

ingneſs is evident from hes cheerful fulfilling | 
the Righteconſueſs of the Law wn the Room of | 
foor Sznmers, that, as. by one. Man's Difobeds- 

ence, or Unrighteouſnels, many vere made Sin- 

\ mers, ſo by his Obedatence,' or Righteouſneſs, j 

many might be mage righteous, as Rom. v. 19. q 

| When John declined to baptize our Lord, he | 
' ſaid, Swffer zi to. be Jonow, for thus zt' becomethus 
30. fulfil all Righteouſneſs, Matth. 1ii1.. 15. Again, 
' 3. His Willingneſs is, evident from. hes Cheer- 
| Ffulneſs an parting with his Blood, that: ſo he 
' might bring mm an everlaſting Righteouſneſs for 
rhe Fuſtification of poor Sinners, as . Dan. ix. 
 Þ -24, [264 There you read of the Meſjias. his. be- 
 Þ ing cm off, but not for himſelf. He was cut off, 

” that he might bring in an everlaſizng Reghte- 
onſneſs, which was. not to be. found in Heaven or 
Earth: till he brought it in. 7Zhe Cup that-my 
Father hath given me, ſhall TI nat drink at? 
faid our Lord Fob xviii. 11. Yes I'll drink, 
as if he had ſaid, in ſpite of Devils and Men, - 
though filled to the Prim with pure, unmixed, - 
vindictive Wrath, I will drink it in {ſpite of Hell. 
Again, - 4. His Willingneſs is evident jos. 
hzs Counſel to poor unrighteous Sinners to come 
aud buy of ham white Raiment, that ſo the 

" Shame of their Nakeaneſs may not Ee Po | 
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| he doth Reo. iii; 18: and'by the white Raiment 


| His everlaſting Righteouſneſs'is meant. This is 
the choiceſt of Raiment, it is wide and large to 
cover all your. Sins and ImpetfeRtions, and tho' 
| black as Hell, having /ze» among the Pots of Sin, 
It will render beautiful, all fair, and without 
Spot : So that though Juſtice were to ſeek for 
your Iniquities, they ſhould never be found to 
bring you into Condemnation. Again, 5- His 
Willingneſs is evident from his heany T hreat- 
ings denounced againſt all ſuch as refuſe to ſub- 
mit to his Rzghteonſneſs, Va. 1. 11. There, at- 
ter the Lord hath exhorted poor Sinners to truſt 
in his Name, which is zHe Lord our Rzghtcouf- 
neſs, he threatens ſuch as compaſs themſelves a- 

| bout with Sparks of their own kindling, telling 
them, they ſhall ly down in Sorrow. The De- 
fion of God's Threatnings is not to drive Sinners 
to Deſpair ; no,” they carry a Defign of Love. 
God's Deſign in them is to drive Sinners to 
Chriſt, who is zhe End of the Law for Righte- 
onſneſs. Again, 6. His Willingneſs 1s evident 
from the well grounded Experience of all that 
ever fled unto him, all that ever betook them- 
Selves to him for Righteouſneſs and Refuge. 
We may defy Devils and Men to give an In- 
flance of ſo much as one Soul fince Adam's A+ 
oftzcy from God, ' that looked to Chriſt for 
Lighteouſneſs, and was rejeted. He ſays, WÞ0- 
Joever will, let him come, and of all that ever 
came to him, he never yet caſt out one Soul, 
- Fohu vi. 37. Again, 7. His Willingneſs is evi- 
dent from hzs faithful Word of Promiſe, as Iſa. 
\xlvi. 12, 13. Hearken unto me ye ſtout-beart- 


ed that are far from Righteouſneſs. 1 bring near ' 


my Roghteouſucſs, it foall noi be far off, new 
no ns _» Oufum 


by 
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this, telieve his Word, tho? your Name be ſ/tub- 


torn and ſtout-hearted; .tho' you have long re- 
fiſted his -Calls, and ſaid you would have none 
of him, none of his Righteouſneſs ; yet this Day 
he is calling to you, and in his Namel call you | 
to believe his Word, to believe on his Name. I 


make a full and free Offer of Chriſt, who is zhe 
Lord our Righteonſneſi, to every Soul among 


you. Have you beeri what you will, or be you 
what you will, though you have ho other Quali- 


fication to commend you to him, but-this of your 


being a loſt, guilty; unrighteous Sinner, that - 


cannot help -your ſelf without a Righteouſneſs 


for Juſtification, yet I offer Chriſt and his Righ- 


teouſneſs unto you, and if you will but take 
him as offered in this glorious Goſpel, then L 
afſure you the Crown is yours, the Kingdom is 

ours, Grace, Glory, and the Favour of God 
ſhall be. yours through never ending Eternity. 


But if you flight his Call and Offer this Day, 


then it may come to this, Behold, ye Deſpiſers, 
and wonder and periſh, Aﬀts xili. qt. And if 
you confinue to {light him, ye ſhall periſh, and 
wonder at, and curſe your Folly through Eter- 
© O! but ſays a poor ſerious Soul, for all that's 


faid of Chriſt's Willingneſs to receive Sinners in- 


to: his Favour; making over his Righteouſneſs 
_ to guilty unrighteous 'Tranſgreflors, yet I cannot 


'win to believe he is 'willing to receive me, or. . 
Intereſt the like of me. in his Righteouſneſs, L 
am ſuch a vile, abominable, unrighteous Wretch, 


tho' I ſee I am eternally undone without his 


bleA8d*Promiſe, O' faithful Promiſe, hearken to. 


_ Righteouſneſs, and cho' would- gire War, 
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-5f Mafter thereof, for an Intereſt therein, efteer- 


ing ſuch the moſt happy, yea, the only happy ones 
breathing, who are intereſted in his Si; Ar 


| Righteouſneſs. Now, for Anſwer to this | Ob- 


Jeftion, ' 1. I ſay, the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


was never imputed to any. but ſuch as were un- 
_ righteous, guilty, and ungodly in themſelves. 


Hence Rom. iv. 5. But io him that worketh 
nor, but believeth on him that juſtifieth the Un- 
godly, his Faith zs counted for Raghteonſneſs. 
If you were not guilty, a Saviour and Days-man 
.would be anuſeleſs Thing unto you ; if you were 
not unrighteous, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs would 
be of no Uſe to you. 2. Confider, that tho' we 


muſt not fin that Grace may abound, God for- 


bid, yet as God loves to magnify and manifeſt 


the Riches of his Grace, ſo the more unrighteous 


thou art, the free Grace of God will be the 
more magnified, in imputing this Righteouſneſs 
for your P her arg Rom. 111i. 24. There, 
«fter the Apoſtle had ſaid in the 22 Verſe, thar 
#he Righteouſneſs of God by Faith in Teſus 


Chriſt zs unto all, and upon all that belicae, he 


ſays of ſuch as believe, they are juſtified freely 


by his Grace, through the Redemption which 


gr 27u Chriſt Feſus. Pſal. xxv. 11. There Da- 
21d prays, laying, Pardon mine TIniquity, for 


' Br 25 great. A ſtrange Argument to plead in | 
asking Pardon, and *tis as if the Pſalmiſt had. 


faid, Lord, thou loves to manifeſt the Riches of 
thy Grace, and never was fovereign Grace mani- 
feited more than it will be, if thou wilt pardon 
my great Tranſgreſſion. 3. Confider, that howe- 


ver guilty thou art, . the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


hath been imputed unto as guilty Sinners as thou 


art, witneſs a Ianafeh, « Mary Magdalene, 


v4 


Pie 1 


4. Tho'. it ſhould be yielded, never Sinner ſe 


guilty as you, that will not ſay your Cafe is de- 


; yavng 3 no no, for the Depths of God's ſovereign 
race have never yet been ſounded, free Grace 
never yet did its utmoſt, the Rzghteonſneſs of 


Chriſt 2s unto all, and upon all, without Excep> 
tion, that ſhall believe, Rom. iii. 22. And, 5. 
Your ObjeCtion carries its Anſwer in its Boſony 
for if you can appeal to the Lord, you ſee your . 
Goſs cannot do your Turn, 'and 


own Righteou 
would fain haye an Intereſt in Chriſt's Righte- 
oufneſs, reckoning them the happieſt breathing 


who are intereſted therein; then that's a ſure. 


| Evidence of its being yours already, and ſurely 


you are among the Zle/ed of the Lord, as Matth.. 


v. 6. Bleed are they which do hunger and 
thirſt after Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be fill- 


ed. Would you fain be found in Chriſt, having 
the Righteouſneſs which is by Faith, then you 


| are blefſed indeed, and the Time is coming when 


you ſhall be filled. # 
And for Direction to all of you in one Word, 


would you have a well grounded Intereſt in Chriſt 


the Mediator his Righteouſneſs, O then believe 
on his Name," call him rhe Lord your Righte- 
ouſneſs, ſay, Surely in the Lord have I Righter 
orſneſs. O ftudy to believe with a Chriſt ap- 
plying, and a Chriſt appropriating Faith, His 
ishteouſneſs, it is often called the Rzahreonſ- 


neſs of Faith in Scripture, as Phil. iii, g- fo 


Rom. 1v. 13. Rom. ix. 50. And why,is it thus 


defigned ? but becauſe it is by Faith the Soul 
comes to be united with the Lord Jeſus, and . 
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Righteouſneſs unto every, Soul that beliewerh, |" 
__ OO 1 OE op LOS. I $- by: 
+ Had Time allow'd, I defigned to have -ex- 
| thorted all of you, in the ſecond Place, ro ſtudy to 
exceed the Scribes and Phariſees 2n reſpett of 
 #nherent Righteouſneſs or Holineſs, and that both 
_ of Heart aud Prattice. Many Motives might be 
adduced exciting to this, as, confider Holznefs5 
3s the Glory of the rational Creature, it is the 
Image of that God who is glorious in Holineſs. 
Ir was Atam's Sin to aſpire to be like. God in 
| Knowledge, but it is our Duty to ſtudy. to be 
 Uike him in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and he 
gommands this, which ſhould have Weight with 
you, as 1 Per. 1. 15, 16. But as be who hath 
Called you zs holy, ſo be ye holy zn all Manner 
- of Life and Converſation ;. for 2t ts written, Be 
we holy, for 1 the Lord your God am holy.  A- 
-'gain-conſider, that unleſs you be righteous, and 
that with inherent Righteouſneſs, ye cannor en-| 
zer znto the Kingdom of Heaven, as 1 Cor. vi. 
'9, Io. Know ye not that the Unrighteous. ſhall 
wot inherit the Kingdom of God? Be not decet- 
ea, neither Fornicators, nor Tdolaters, nor A- 
 dulterers, nor Effeminate, nor Abnſers of ther 
Selves wiarh Mankind, nor \ T hieves, nor Cove: 
zons, nor Drunkaras, nor Rewlers, nor Extor- 
 rzoners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. See 
whether your. Name. and Sirname be in. that 
black Roll. Mind that the God of Truth he al- 
| fotells you,” That without Holineſs no Man, be 
'he rich or poor, high'or low, Magiſtrate or Sub- 
_ jeR; ſhall ever ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14+ No 
ſeeing him in Duty, ſo as to enjoy Communion 
_ 'with him, 'no ſeeing him to the Saul's Comfort 
_ #n'that Day when every Eye {hall ſee him, he 
Ne vg Tort w Ee 24 Day 
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ay when behold 


not only to be, holy before. God, but alſo righte- 


- -ous, Juft and honeſt in all your Dealings with 
- Man. - If this be not your Study, you have no 
Ground to expe&t an abundant Entrance into the 
- Kingdom. © And conſider, if you ſtudy to do the 


righteous Will of God, obeying his righteous 
Law, ſtudying to exceed the Righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Pharzſees, you ſhall come to 
the Kingdom, entring in through the Gates into 


- the heavenly City, as Rev. xxii. 14. where it 1s 


ſaid, Bleſſed are they that do his Commana- 
ments, that they may have Right to the Tree 


of Life, and may enter in through theGates #n- 
\. #0 the City, the heavenly City to wit, the Hap: 
- Pineſs of which confiits in beholding, feeding, 


and feaſting eternally on Chriſt the Tree of 


Life. Such as ſtudy to do the Commands © of 


the Lord's righteous Law, they have a Right of 


: Segbip to the Kingdom ; for all that do Righ- 


- teouſneſs are the Sons of God, and they have a 
Right . of. Evidence, and hereby they have a 


Right of Meetneſs for entring into the Kingdom. 
Hence Col. 1. 12. there we read of being made. 


meet to partake of the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light, and \they have a Right of Promiſe 


' through Chriſt, in whom all the Promiſes are 
AS Se}. oO AL) 
 . And for DireQtion, in a Word, would you:'be 


enabled . to: exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes 2nd Phariſees, then look to him by Faith, 
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1d he cometh with Clouds, and 
4n the. Clouds of Heaven ; and. no ſeeing hjm\in » ? 
the Kingdom, of Heaven, if-you reſpe& not both 
the Tables of God's righteous Law, ſtudying - to 

| be holy in all Manner of Converſation, thudying 
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' "he Lord have T Righteouſneſs and. Strenfth.. 
Look'to him, lean on him, who of God is made 
unto 'us, as Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, ſo allo 
Santtification. And you would mind that as, till 


the Soul be in Chrift, and united to Chriſt, there 
cannot be good and acceptable Fruits" of Righte- 
ouſneſs, ſo evenſuch as are in him, muſt live up- 
on him, tor without him they can do nothing, 1/2. 


XV. 5. *Tis not <v2rhont me, ye cannot-do much, 
_ or ye cannot do great Things, no, but *tis 2w22hour. 


me ye can do nothing, nothing in an acceptable 


Manner.” And ſo much for Exhortation to all 
_ of you, to ſtudy to exceed the Righteouſneſs pf 


the Scribes and Pharzeſees, and that both as to 


imputed and' inherent Righteouſneſs. I ſhould 


now. proceed in the_ | ; 

_ Second Place, to ſpeak unto you, who upon 
Examination, can ſay, that for Righteouſneſs 
you "exceed the Scribesand Phariſees, And my 
ficſt Exbortation to you, is to bleſs the Lord, for 
bringing hisR ighteouſneſs near, imputing the ſame 


for your Juſtification. And for exciting to this, con- 
FHder only what Sort of Righteouſneſs this is, 'tis_ 
Fuſtice-ſatirfyins Righteouſneſs, hereby Juſtice . 
and: Mercy, Righteouſneſs and Peace, they mu-_ 
tually embrace' and kiſs one another, as *P/al. . 
b*zxxv. ro. And the. Juſtice of God hath nothing . 
now to lay to your Charge, double Payment can- : 
not be exacted for the ſame Debt, ſhall not the 
juſt: Judge of all the Earth do right? Again, 
*tis . Peace purchaſing Righteouſneſs. Fzrſt, 
King of Righteouſneſs, and after that, K.ing of 
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 fays; but, Believer, thy Righteouſneſs is the 
Righteouſneſs of the Son of God. Again, this. 
Righteouſneſs, 'tis egualizzng Righteouſneſs, as 
hereby all Believers are made equally righteous 
befote God, the meaneſt Believer is as righteous 
before him, as the moſt eminent Saint. Hence, 
Rom. 11. 22. *'tis ſaid, even the Righteouſneſs of 
God, which is by Faithof Feſus Chriſt, unto 
all,” and upon all that beleeve, for there 3s no 
' Difference... Indeed there is « great Difference a- + 
-mong the Righteors, as to Holineſs and SanCti- | 
fication, but not as to Juſtification, All Belie- 
ers are cqually Julifed before God, through the 
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